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Dear Parents/Guardians/Students, 
 
Welcome to Thermalito Union Elementary School District! We are looking forward to the 
upcoming school year and hope it is a wonderful one for both parents/guardians and 
students. 
 
Thermalito Union Elementary School District (TUESD) supports a school culture that 
promotes high expectations, mutual respect, and positive interpersonal relationships. This 
booklet is designed to acquaint you with TUESD policies and procedures as well as how to 
access district staff for information and assistance. 
 
California state law requires that school districts annually notify parents/guardians and 
students of various rights and responsibilities. It further requires that school districts 
maintain written records confirming that parents/guardians and students have been so 
informed. Therefore, it is important that you complete and immediately return to your 
students’ school the enclosed forms so that we are able to provide you and your family with 
all of the possible services. Your help and cooperation in completing all forms is greatly 
appreciated. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the information contained in this pamphlet, please feel 
free to call the principal of your student’s school. 
 
We look forward to working with you to make this a positive and productive school year. 
Sincerely, 
 
Gregory Blake, Superintendent 
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COMPULSORY SCHOOLATTENDANCE  
 
ATTENDANCE OBLIGATIONS (Cal. Educ. Code §48200, 48400, 48980(j)) 
All school age children between the ages of 6 and 18 years not exempted are required by law to attend school each day during 
the school year except for the following reasons:  
a. Due to the pupil’s illness, including an absence for the benefit of the pupil’s mental or behavioral health 

 
b. Due to quarantine under the direction of a county or city health officer 
 
c. For the purpose of having medical, dental, optometrical, or chiropractic services rendered 
 
d. For the purpose of attending the funeral services of a member of the pupil’s immediate family, so long as the absence is 

not more than one day if the service is conducted in California and not more than three days if the service is conducted 
outside California 

 
e. For the purpose of jury duty in the manner provided for by law 
 
f. Due to the illness or medical appointment during school hours of a child of whom the pupil is the custodial parent, 

including absences to care for a sick child for which the school shall not require a doctor’s note 
 
g. For justifiable personal reasons, including, but not limited to, an appearance in court, attendance at a funeral service, 

observance of a holiday or ceremony of the pupil’s religion, attendance at religious retreats, attendance at an 
employment conference, or attendance at an educational conference on the legislative or judicial process offered by a 
nonprofit organization, when the pupil’s absence is requested in writing by the parent or guardian and approved by the 
principal or a designated representative pursuant to uniform standards established by the governing board. 

 
h. For the purpose of serving as a member of a precinct board for an election pursuant to section 12302 of the Elections 

Code 
 
i. For the purpose of spending time with a member of the pupil’s immediate family, who is an active duty member of the 

uniformed services, as defined in section 49701 of the Education Code, and has been called to duty for, is on leave from, 
or has immediately returned from, deployment to a combat zone or combat support position. Absences granted pursuant 
to this paragraph shall be granted for a period of time to be determined at the discretion of the superintendent of the 
school district. 

 
j. For the purpose of attending the pupil’s naturalization ceremony to become a United States citizen 
  
k.  For the purpose of participating in a cultural ceremony or event 
 
l. For the purpose of a middle or high school pupil engaging in a civic or political event, provided the pupil notifies the 

school in advance. A pupil absent pursuant to this section is required to be excused for only one day-long absence per 
year. A school administrator may permit additional absences pursuant to section 48260(c) of the Education Code. 

 
m. For the purpose of attending the funeral services or grieving the death of either a member of the pupil’s immediate 

family, or of a person that is determined by the pupil’s parent or guardian to be in such close association with the pupil 
as to be considered the pupil’s immediate family, so long as the absence is not more than five (5) days per incident. 

 
n. For any of the following purposes, inclusive, if an immediate family member of the pupil, or a person that is determined 

by the pupil’s parent or guardian to be in such close association with the pupil as to be considered the pupil’s immediate 
family member, has died, an additional absence of not more than three (3) days per incident: 

 
i. To access services from a victim services organization or agency 

 
ii. To access grief support services 
 
iii. To participate in safety planning or to take other actions to increase the safety of the pupil or an immediate 

family member of the pupil, or a person that is determined by the pupil’s parent or guardian to be in such close 
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association with the pupil as to be considered the pupil’s immediate family member, including, but not limited 
to, temporary or permanent relocation. 

 
iv. Any absence beyond three days for the reasons described above shall be subject to the discretion of a school 

administrator, or their designee, pursuant to section 48260 
 

o. Authorized at the discretion of a school administrator based on the facts of the pupil’s circumstances, which are deemed 
to constitute a valid excuse, including, but not limited to, working for a period of not more than five consecutive days in 
the entertainment or allied industries if the pupil holds a work permit, or participating with a not-for-profit performing 
arts organization in a performance for a public school pupil audience for a maximum of up to five days per school year 
provided the pupil’s parent or guardian provides a written note to the school authorities explaining the reason for the 
pupil’s absence. (Ed. Code, §§ 48260, 48205, 48225.5) 

 
A pupil absent from school under this section shall be allowed to complete all assignments and tests missed during the absence 
that can be reasonably provided and, upon satisfactory completion within a reasonable period of time, shall be given full credit 
therefor. The teacher of the class from which a pupil is absent shall determine which tests and assignments shall be reasonably 
equivalent to, but not necessarily identical to, the tests and assignments that the pupil missed during the absence. 

For purposes of this section, attendance at religious retreats shall not exceed one school day per semester. 

Absences pursuant to this section are deemed to be absences in computing average daily attendance and shall not generate state 
apportionment payments. 

A “civic or political event” includes, but is not limited to, voting, poll working, strikes, public commenting, candidate speeches, 
political or civic forums, and town halls. (Ed. Code, § 48205) 

“Cultural” means relating to the habits, practices, beliefs, and traditions of a certain group of people. (Ed. Code, § 48205) 

“Immediate family,” as used in this section refers to the parent or guardian, brother or sister, grandparent, or any relative living 
in the household of the pupil. (Ed. Code, § 48205) 

“Victim services organization or agency” means an agency or organization that has a documented record of providing services 
to victims. (Ed. Code, § 48205; Labor Code § 230.1)  
 
Remember, every day counts! If you know your student will be missing school, please contact the School Attendance office to 
discuss the length of the absence and ways you can help your student stay academically connected. 
 
ABSENCE FOR CONFIDENTIAL MEDICAL SERVICES (Cal. Educ. Code §46010.1) 
According to Title X law and regulations, a student in grades 7-8 may be excused from school for the purpose of obtaining 
confidential medical services without the consent of the student’s parents or guardians.  For more details on this topic please 
contact the Office of the District Superintendent.  
 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF CHOICE [Cal. Educ. Code §35160.5(b); 48980(h)] 
The TUESD Board of Education endorses the neighborhood school concept. The Board recognizes, however, that parents may 
wish to choose a school of attendance other than their neighborhood school. The Board of Education believes that parental choice 
should be included as an integral feature of a well-rounded educational environment. 
 
Neighborhood school attendance areas are established to optimize use of existing facilities. Requests for intra-district transfers 
may be made because of personal preference based on many different reasons including special programs, needs of the family or 
student, after-school activities, instructional philosophy, location, specific student or family needs, etc. These requests are 
approved on a space-available basis. 
 
RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS (Cal. Educ. Code §48204, 48206.3, 48207, 48208, 48850, 42 USC 11431, et seq.) 
A student shall be deemed to have complied with the residency requirements for school attendance in TUESD if they have met 
the requirements outlined in Sections 48200 and 48204 of the California Education Code. 
 
INTERDISTRICT ATTENDANCE AGREEMENTS (Cal. Educ. Code §46600, 46601, 48204, 48980) 
A parent/guardian may apply for an Interdistrict Attendance Agreement for their student to attend a school outside their resident 
district. The school districts involved in the interdistrict request are encouraged under the law to take into account the childcare 
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needs of the affected students. A student who lives with one or more parents who is employed (but does not reside) within the 
boundaries of a particular school district may request a transfer to that district. The school district chosen may reject such a 
request so long as it does not discriminate based on race, ethnicity, sex, parental income, academic achievement, or any other 
arbitrary consideration. Either the district of parent residence or the district of parent employment may prohibit the proposed 
transfer if it is determined that the transfer will cause a negative financial impact on the district. Parents may appeal a denial of 
an interdistrict attendance permit or attendance request to the Board of Education for the county in which the parent resides. 
There are strict procedures and timelines related to any appeal. Further information is available at the district office, the 
appropriate school site or the district website @ www.thermalito.org 
 
 

MINIMUM AGE OF ADMISSION TO KINDERGARTEN (Cal. Educ. Code §48000) 
Children who will have their fifth (5) birthday on or before September 1 of the school year shall be admitted to kindergarten at 
the beginning of that school year. Those with birthdays between September 2 and April 2 are eligible for Transitional 
Kindergarten (TK). 

 
BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS AND DISCIPLINE 
 
DUTY OF DISTRICT REGARDING STUDENT CONDUCT (Cal. Educ. Code §44807, 49000) 
Every teacher and administrator is required to hold students accountable for their conduct on the way to and from school, on 
school grounds, and at school-related activities and events. Teachers and administrators will exert the amount of physical control 
over students that is legally permissible and reasonably necessary to maintain order, protect property, protect the health and 
safety of students and staff, and maintain proper and appropriate conditions conducive to learning. 
 
GANG POLICY (Cal. Educ. Code §35183) 
Gang-related conduct or activities on school campuses, during all school sponsored activities, and to and from school are a threat 
to the safety of others and are strictly prohibited. The Board of Education intends to maintain campuses which are safe in 
accordance with California law. 
 
The Board rejects any form of gang activity which advocates hazing, drug use, violence, vandalism, disruptive behavior or other 
illegal activities on the way to or from school, on school grounds or at school functions. Students wearing, carrying, or displaying 
gang paraphernalia, making gestures which symbolize gang association, or intimidating another student may be subject to 
appropriate disciplinary action. 
 
Gang-related conduct/activities include, but are not necessarily limited to: producing graffiti, wearing of apparel, displaying 
“colors”, conducting hazing such as rites of initiations, displaying hand signals, and clothing arrangements, producing, 
displaying, or advocating trademarks, accessory items, or any other symbols or actions which would denote 
membership/involvement/association with gangs as identified by the administration or by law enforcement. 
 
The Board establishes that gang related conduct or activities are a source of potential violence. Students who engage in gang 
related activities shall be subject to disciplinary procedures outlined in Board Procedure, which may include suspension and/or 
expulsion from school. A copy of Policy 5136, Gangs, is available at the district office, school sites or on our website @ 
www.thermalito.org. 
 
SEXUAL HARASSMENT PROHIBITION (Cal. Educ. Code §212.5, 231.5, and 5 Cal. Code of Regulations §4917) 
The Board of Education is committed to maintaining a safe school environment that is free from harassment and discrimination. 
The Board prohibits, at school or at school-sponsored or school-related activities, sexual harassment targeted at any student by 
anyone based on the student’s actual or perceived race, color, ancestry, national origin, nationality, ethnicity, ethnic group 
identification, age, religion, marital or parental status, physical or mental disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender 
identity or gender expression or association with a person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics. 
The Board also prohibits retaliatory behavior or action against any person who reports, files a complaint or testifies about, or 
otherwise supports a complainant in alleging sexual harassment. Appendix D, Sexual Harassment Board Policy 5145.7, is 
attached at the end of this handbook. 
 
SAFE SCHOOLS 
The Thermalito Union Elementary School District takes proactive measures to protect the safety of all our students and staff 
members. TUESD representatives work in collaboration with local, state, and federal health, safety, and emergency personnel to 
develop and maintain plans for coping with a variety of emergency response situations. Plans are regularly reviewed and updated. 
School system personnel practice these drills on a regular basis. Actions taken during any type of emergency situation depend a 
great deal on the specifics of the incident. 
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If an incident occurs at a school, parents are NOT to go directly to the school. In times of emergency, a variety of local media 
will be used to provide information. Parents should tune into local radio and television stations, call the district office at (530) 
538-2900, visit the district website at www.thermalito.org, or our Facebook page for emergency updates. Students will not be 
released to parents if public safety officials have declared it is dangerous for parents to travel to the school to pick up students or 
the lives of persons in the school would be jeopardized in opening the outside school doors or the school is otherwise restricted 
by those officials. Students will be released to parents as soon as officials have determined it is safe. When students are released, 
they will be released to parents or other individuals listed in the student’s Emergency Contacts in Aeries only. No student will 
be release to any individual who is not specifically listed in the Emergency Contacts in Aeries, including an older sibling. All 
adults must show photo ID when picking up a student. Parents can help by giving the most accurate, up-to-date health and 
emergency information to the school office. It is important to notify the school office at any time there is a change in contact 
information. 
 
STUDENT BEHAVIOR STANDARD (Cal. Educ. Code §35291) 
The Thermalito Union Elementary School District Board of Education believes that every student has a legal right to attend a 
safe and secure school and its related activities. The school staff has the authority and support to maintain discipline in order for 
the schools to function in accordance with their intended purpose. The Board will not tolerate activities which threaten the safety 
and well-being of students, staff or property. School personnel will hold students accountable for their conduct at school and at 
all school related activities. Each student in the district is expected to abide by all federal, state, local and school laws and 
regulations. Students shall be expected to exhibit appropriate conduct that does not infringe upon the rights of others or interfere 
with the school program. Any student who fails to comply with the district's student behavior standard is subject to disciplinary 
action. 
 
A student is subject to school disciplinary action (1) while on school grounds, (2) while going to or coming from school, (3) 
during the lunch period, whether on or off the school campus, or (4) during, or while going to or coming from, a school-sponsored 
activity. 
 
A student may be suspended or expelled from school when it is deemed that the student has: 
 
a. (1) caused, attempted to cause, or threatened to cause physical injury to another person; 
           (2) willfully used force or violence upon the person of another, except in self-defense; 
 
 A student who aids or abets the infliction or attempted infliction of physical injury on another person, as defined in                 

Penal Code 31, may be suspended, but not expelled. However, a student may be suspended or expelled pursuant to 
Education Code 48900(a) once he/she has been adjudged by a juvenile court to have committed, as an aider or abettor, a 
crime of physical violence in which the victim suffered great or serious bodily injury. [Education Code 48900(s)]; 

 
b. possessed, sold or otherwise furnished any firearm, knife, explosive or other dangerous objects unless, in the case of 

possession of any such object, the student had obtained written permission to possess the item from a certificated school       
employee, which is concurred in by the principal or the designee of the principal (a principal shall immediately suspend 
any student found to be in possession of a firearm at school or at a school activity and recommend expulsion to the board); 

 
c. unlawfully possessed, used, sold or otherwise furnished, or been under the influence of any controlled substance as defined 

in the Health and Safety Code (commencing with Section 11053), an alcoholic beverage or an intoxicant of any kind; 
 
d. unlawfully offered, arranged, or negotiated to sell any controlled substance as defined in the Health and Safety Code 
 (commencing with Section 11053), an alcoholic beverage or an intoxicant of any kind and then either sold, delivered or 
 otherwise furnished to any person another liquid, substance or material and represented the liquid, substance or material 
 as a controlled substance, alcoholic beverage or intoxicant; 
 
e committed or attempted to commit robbery or extortion; 
 
f. caused or attempted to cause damage to school property (including electronic files, other databases and computer 
 information) or private property; 
 
g. stolen or attempted to steal school property or private property; 
 
h. possessed or used tobacco or any products containing tobacco or nicotine products including, but not limited to, 
 cigarettes, cigars, miniature cigars, clove cigarettes, smokeless tobacco, snuff, chew packets and betel. However, this does 
 not prohibit use or possession by a student of his or her own prescription products; 
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i. committed an obscene act or engaged in habitual profanity or vulgarity; 
 
j. unlawfully possessed, offered, arranged or negotiated to sell any drug paraphernalia as defined in the Health and Safety  
           Code Section 11014.5; 
 
k. disrupted school activities or otherwise willfully defied the valid authority of supervisors, teachers, administrators, 
 school officials or other school personnel engaged in the performance of their duties. Except as provided in Section 
 48910, a student enrolled in kindergarten or any of grades 1 to 3, inclusive, shall not be suspended for any of the acts 
 enumerated in this subdivision, and this subdivision shall not constitute grounds for a student enrolled in kindergarten or 
 any of grades 1 to 12, inclusive, to be recommended for expulsion; 
 
l. knowingly received stolen school property or private property; 
 
m. possessed an imitation firearm. As used in this section, "imitation firearm" means a replica of a firearm that is so 
 substantially similar in physical properties to an existing firearm as to lead a reasonable person to conclude that the 
 replica is a firearm; 
 
n. committed or attempted to commit a sexual assault as defined in Section 261, 266c, 286, 288, 288a, or 289 of the Penal 
 Code or committed a sexual battery as defined in Section 243.4 of the Penal Code; 
 
o. harassed, threatened, or intimidated a student who is a complaining witness or witness in a school disciplinary 
 proceeding for the purpose of either preventing that student from being a witness or retaliating against that student for 
 being a witness, or both; 
 
p. unlawfully offered, arranged to sell, negotiated to sell or sold the prescription drug Soma. 
 
q. engaged in, or attempted to engage in, hazing; or 
 
r. engaged in an act of bullying. 
 
A student in grades 4-8 is also subject to suspension or recommendation for expulsion when it is determined that the student: 
 
a. committed sexual harassment as defined in Education Code 212.5 (Education Code48900.2) 
 
b. caused, attempted to cause, threatened to cause, or participated in an act of hate violence as defined in Education Code 
 233 (Education Code 48900.3) 
 
c. intentionally engaged in harassment, threats or intimidation against district personnel or students that is sufficiently 
 severe or pervasive to have the actual and reasonably expected effect of materially disrupting classwork, creating 
 substantial disorder, and invading the rights of school personnel or students by creating an intimidating or hostile 
 educational environment (Education Code 48900.4); or 
 
d. engaged in an act of bullying including, but not limited to, bullying committed by means of an electronic act, directed 
 toward student or school personnel. [Education Code 48900(r)]. 
 
Cal. Educ. Code §48900.2: 
A student may be suspended or recommended for expulsion when it is determined that the student has committed sexual 
harassment as defined in Government Code Section 212.5. The conduct must be considered by a reasonable person of the same 
gender as the victim to be sufficiently severe or pervasive to have a negative impact upon the student's academic performance or 
to create an intimidating, hostile or offensive educational environment. (This section shall not apply to students enrolled in 
kindergarten and grades 1 to 3, inclusive.) Copies of TUESD Policy 5145.7 (Appendix D) which defines sexual harassment and 
the grievance procedures are available at the district office, school sites or our website @ www.thermalito.org. 
 
Cal. Educ. Code §48900.3: 
In addition to the reasons specified, a student in any of grades 4 through 8, inclusive, may be suspended from school or 
recommended for expulsion if the superintendent or the principal of the school in which the student is enrolled determines that 
the student has caused, attempted to cause, threatened to cause, or participated in an act of hate violence, as defined in subdivision 
(e) of Section 233. 
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Cal. Educ. Code §48900.4: 
In addition to the grounds specified, a student enrolled in any of grades 4 to 8, inclusive, may be suspended from school or 
recommended for expulsion if the superintendent or the principal of the school in which the student is enrolled determines that 
the student has intentionally engaged in harassment, threats, or intimidation, directed against school district personnel or a student 
or group of students, that is sufficiently severe or pervasive to have the actual and reasonably expected effect of materially 
disrupting class work, creating substantial disorder, and invading the rights of that school personnel or student or group of 
students by creating an intimidating or hostile educational environment. 
 
Cal. Educ. Code §48900.7: 
In addition to the reasons specified in Sections 48900, 48900.2, 48900.3, and 48900.4, a student may be suspended from school 
or recommended for expulsion if the superintendent or the principal of the school in which the student is enrolled determines that 
the student has made terroristic threats against school officials or school property, or both. 
 
For the purposes of this section, “terroristic threat” shall include any statement, whether written or oral, by a person who willfully 
threatens to commit a crime which will result in death, great bodily injury to another person, or property damage in excess of 
one thousand dollars ($1,000), with the specific intent that the statement is to be taken as a threat, even if  there is no intent of 
actually carrying it out, which, on its face and under the circumstances in which it is made, is so unequivocal, unconditional, 
immediate, and specific as to convey to the person threatened, a gravity of purpose and an immediate prospect of execution of 
the threat, and thereby causes that person reasonably to be in sustained fear for their own safety or for their immediate family’s 
safety, or for the protection of school district property, or the personal property of the person threatened or their immediate 
family. 
 
Cal. Educ. Code §48915: 
Except as provided in subdivisions (c) and (e), the principal or the superintendent of schools shall recommend the expulsion of 
a student for any of the following acts committed at school or at a school activity off school grounds, unless the principal or 
superintendent finds that expulsion is inappropriate, due to the particular circumstance: 
 
a. Causing serious physical injury to another person, except in self-defense. 
 
b. Possession of any knife or other dangerous object of no reasonable use to the student. 
 
c. Unlawful possession of any controlled substance listed in Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 11053) of Division 10 of 

the Health and Safety Code, except for the first offense for the possession of not more than one avoirdupois ounce of 
marijuana, other than concentrated cannabis. 

 
d. The possession of over-the-counter medication for use by the student for medical purposes or medication prescribed for 

the student by a physician. 
 
e. Robbery or extortion. 
 
f. Assault or battery, as defined in Sections 240 and 242 of the Penal Code, upon any school employee. 
 
Upon recommendation by the principal, superintendent of schools, or by a hearing officer or administrative panel appointed 
pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 48918, the governing board may order a student expelled upon finding that the student 
committed an act listed in subdivision (a) or in subdivision (a), (b), (c), (d), or (e) of Section 48900. A decision to expel shall be 
based on a finding of one or both of the following: 
 
a. Other means of correction are not feasible or have repeatedly failed to bring about proper conduct. 
 
b. Due to the nature of the act, the presence of the student causes a continuing danger to the physical safety of the student or 

others. 
 
The principal or superintendent of schools shall immediately suspend, pursuant to Section 48911, and shall recommend expulsion 
of a student that he or she determines has committed any of the following acts at school or at a school activity off school grounds: 
 
a. Possessing, selling, or otherwise furnishing a firearm. This subdivision does not apply to an act of possessing a firearm if 

the student had obtained prior written permission to possess the firearm from a certificated school employee, which is 
concurred in by the principal or the designee of the principal. This subdivision applies to an act of possessing a firearm 
only if the possession is verified by an employee of a school district. The act of possessing an imitation firearm, as defined 
in subdivision (m) of Section 48900, is not an offense for which suspension or expulsion is mandatory pursuant to this 
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subdivision and subdivision (d), but it is an offense for which suspension, or expulsion pursuant to subdivision (c), may 
be imposed. 

 
b. Brandishing a knife at another person. 

 
c. Unlawfully selling a controlled substance listed in Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 11053) of Division 10 of the 

Health and Safety Code. 
 

d. Committing or attempting to commit a sexual assault as defined in subdivision (n) of Section 48900 or committing a 
sexual battery as defined in subdivision (n) of Section 48900. 

 
e. Possession of an explosive. 

 
The governing board shall order a student expelled upon finding that the student committed an act listed in subdivision (c), and 
shall refer that student to a program of study that meets all of the following conditions: 
 

a. Is appropriately prepared to accommodate students who exhibit discipline problems. 
 

b. Is not provided at a comprehensive middle, junior, or at any elementary school. 
 

c. Is not housed at the school site attended by the student at the time of suspension. 
 

Upon recommendation by the principal, superintendent of schools, or by a hearing officer or administrative panel appointed 
pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 48918, the governing board may order a student expelled upon finding that the student, at 
school or at a school activity off of school grounds violated subdivision (f), (g), (h), (i), (j), (k), (l), or (m) of Section 48900, or 
Section 48900.2, 48900.3, or 48900.4, and either of the following: 
 

a. That other means of correction are not feasible or have repeatedly failed to bring about proper conduct. 
 

b. That due to the nature of the violation, the presence of the student causes a continuing danger to the physical safety of 
the student or others. 
 

The governing board shall refer a student who has been expelled pursuant to subdivision (b) or (e) to a program of study which 
meets all of the conditions specified in subdivision (d). Notwithstanding this subdivision, with respect to a student expelled 
pursuant to subdivision (e), if the county superintendent of schools certifies that an alternative program of study is not available 
at a site away from a comprehensive middle, junior, or senior high school, or an elementary school, and that the only option for 
placement is at another comprehensive middle, junior, or senior high school, or another elementary school, the student may be 
referred to a program of study that is provided at a comprehensive middle, junior, or at an elementary school. 
 
As used in this section, "knife" means any dirk, dagger, or other weapon with a fixed, sharpened blade fitted primarily for 
stabbing, a weapon with a blade fitted primarily for stabbing, a weapon with a blade longer than 3 1/2 inches, a folding knife 
with a blade that locks into place, or a razor with an unguarded blade. 
 
As used in this section, the term "explosive" means "destructive device" as described in Section 921 of Title 18 of the United 
States Code. 
 
STUDENT DRESS CODE (Cal. Educ. Code §35183) 
Student dress has been shown to influence behavior and the learning environment. It is expected that all students shall wear clothes 
that are clean, appropriate, safe and not disruptive to the teaching and learning process. 
 
Students may not wear, display, or be in possession of clothing and/or accessories which are interpreted by school personnel to 
be negative, derogatory, or inappropriate. This includes clothing and/or accessories that indicate association with a group (gang) 
which is determined to be detrimental to the safety and well-being of the school community. 
 
The wearing of clothing and/or adornment that advertises, or otherwise promotes, the use and/or abuse of alcohol, tobacco, other 
drugs, sexual innuendos or gang involvement/association is prohibited on school grounds and at school activities on or off campus. 
 
For this reason, the Board of Education finds that regulation of student dress in general and gang-related apparel in particular is 
necessary to protect the health and safety of students and staff. A copy of Policy 5132, Dress and Grooming, is available at the 
district office, at school sites or on our website @ www.thermalito.org. 
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STUDENT SEARCHES 
For the safety and welfare of students and personnel, and to maintain order and discipline, school administrators may physically 
search students and their lockers, desks, cubby holes, clothing, backpacks, purses, book bags, brief cases and other such 
containers, or student vehicles, when there are reasonable grounds for suspecting that the search will turn up evidence that the 
student has violated or is violating either the law or school rules. Dogs may be used to assist in the detection of contraband. 
 
Searches will be reasonable in light of both age and sex of the student and the nature of the suspected infractions. Such searches 
may be conducted while the student (and/or effects) is/are on school grounds, under school or district supervision and/or while 
engaged in a school or district activity. 
 
Reasonable suspicion searches may be conducted of a student while the student (and/or effects) is (are) on school grounds, under 
school or district supervision and/or while engaged in school or district activity. The products of such a search may be turned over 
to the proper legal authorities, including, but not limited to, the Chico Police, Butte County Sheriff, and/or utilized by the District 
itself for ultimate disposition and/or use as evidence. If illegal substances are found or if students refuse to cooperate, appropriate 
school disciplinary actions will be implemented. 
 
Because students' lockers, desks, cubby holes and similar storage areas are the property of the District and because the control 
of such areas is joint as between the student and the district, these areas are subject to search at any time. A copy of Policy 
5145.12, Search and Seizure, is available at the district office, school sites or on our website @ www.thermalito.org. 
 
AUTHORITY OF BUS DRIVER 
Students transported in a school bus or in a school student activity bus shall be under the authority of, and responsible to, the driver 
of the bus, and the driver shall be held responsible for the orderly conduct of the students while they are on the bus or being 
escorted across a street, highway or road. Continuing disorderly conduct or persistent refusal to submit to the authority of the 
driver shall be sufficient reason for a student to be denied transportation. A bus driver shall not require any student to leave the 
bus en route between home and school or other destinations. 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN LIABILITY FOR STUDENT MISCONDUCT (Cal. Educ. Code §48904(a)) 
The parent or guardian of a minor is liable for all damages caused by the willful misconduct of the minor that results in the injury 
or death of any student, school district or private school employee, or school volunteer. The parent or guardian is also liable for 
damages to real or personal property belonging to the school district or private school, or personal property belonging to a school 
employee, resulting from the willful misconduct of the minor. The liability of the parent or guardian is limited to $19,200 adjusted 
annually for inflation. 
 
The parent or guardian of a minor is liable for any reward, not exceeding $20,300 adjusted annually for inflation, paid pursuant to 
Government Code Section 53069.5. Government Code Section 53069.5 allows local agencies to offer and pay a reward for 
information leading to the identification and apprehension of any person who willfully damages or destroys property, or whose 
willful misconduct results in injury or death to any person. 
 
The District shall, in writing, notify the parent or guardian of the student, of the student’s alleged misconduct before withholding 
the student’s grades, diploma, or transcripts. When the minor and parent are unable to pay for the damages, or to return the property, 
the school District shall provide a program of voluntary work for the minor in lieu of the payment of monetary damages. Upon 
completion of the voluntary work, the grades, diploma, and transcripts of the student shall be released. 

 
CURRICULAR INFORMATION 
 
RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION 
TUESD schools provide services under the models Response to Intervention (RTI) and Professional Learning Communities 
(PLC). Schools make use of intervention teams that include various school specialists including speech and language specialists, 
school psychologists, reading specialists, school nurses, librarians, and resource specialist teachers. Members of these teams may 
observe, screen or assist students as part of the RTI and PLC models. 
 
AVAILABILITY OF PROSPECTUS (Cal. Educ. Code §49091.14) 
The curriculum, including titles, descriptions, and instructional aims of every course offered by a public school, shall be compiled 
at least once annually in a prospectus. Each school site shall make its prospectus available for review upon request. When 
requested, the prospectus shall be reproduced and made available.  School officials may charge for the Prospectus an amount not 
to exceed the cost of duplication. 
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DISSECTION OF ANIMALS (Cal. Educ. Code §32255, et seq.) 
In some school science classes, instruction may include the study of anatomy through animal dissection. If a student has a moral 
objection to such an activity, he/she may refrain from participation. The classroom teacher may work with the student to develop 
an alternative activity for obtaining the knowledge, information or experience required. 
 
HEALTH AND HIV/AIDS PREVENTION INSTRUCTION 
Health instruction in areas such as nutrition, dental health, disease process, safe living, vision and hearing, drugs, alcohol, 
tobacco, community health, physical fitness, mental-emotional health, suicide prevention, human reproduction, and sexually 
transmitted diseases including HIV, is part of the school curriculum.  
 
The Board of Education desires to provide a well-planned, integrated sequence of medically accurate instruction on 
comprehensive sexual health and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) prevention. The district’s education program shall provide 
students with the knowledge and skills necessary to protect them from sexually transmitted infection and unintended pregnancy 
and to have healthy, positive, and safe relationships and behaviors. The district’s educational program shall also promote 
understanding of sexuality as a normal part of human development and the development of healthy attitudes and behaviors 
concerning adolescent growth and development, body image, gender, sexual orientation, relationships, marriage, and family. 
 
A parent or guardian has the right to excuse their child from comprehensive sexual health education, human immunodeficiency 
virus (“HIV”) prevention education, and assessments related to that education. A parent or guardian who wishes to exercise 
this right must state their request in writing. (Ed. Code, § 51938) A parent or guardian may inspect the written and audiovisual 
educational materials used in comprehensive sexual health education and HIV and acquired immunodeficiency syndrome 
(“AIDS”) prevention education. Parents have a right to request that the District provide them with a copy of the California 
Healthy Youth Act. (Ed. Code, § 51930 et. seq.)  
 
Every child’s parent will be notified prior to the commencement of any comprehensive sexual health education and HIV/AIDS 
prevention education instruction whether the instruction will be taught by District personnel or by outside consultants. If 
outside consultants or guest speakers are used, the notice shall include the date of the instruction, and the name of the 
organization or affiliation of each guest speaker will be identified. Parents have a right to request that the District provide them 
with a copy of Education Code sections 51933, 51934, and 51938. (Ed. Code, § 51938) If arrangements for instruction by 
outside consultants or guest speakers are made after the beginning of the school year, the Superintendent or designee shall 
notify parents/guardians no less than 14 days before instruction is given. (Ed. Code, § 51938) 
 
Prior to instruction, parents/guardians have opportunities to preview instructional and audio-visual materials dealing with 
comprehensive health and HIV prevention education. A student may be excused from instruction related to comprehensive 
sexual health and HIV prevention education and assessments related to that education by written request from the 
parent/guardian.   
 
Upon written request of a parent or guardian, a pupil may be excused from any part of instruction in health which conflicts 
with the parent(s)’ or guardian(s)’ religious training or beliefs (including personal moral convictions). (Ed. Code, § 51240) 
 
NON-MANDATORY PROGRAMS (Cal. Educ. Code §49091.18) 
Except as allowed by law with regard to public school employees, the District does not require the student or student’s family to 
participate in or submit to any of the following: any assessment, analysis, evaluation or monitoring of the quality or character of 
the student’s home life; any form of parental screening or testing; any non-academic home- based counseling program; or any 
parent training or family education service plan. 
 
GUIDANCE/COUNSELING SERVICES (Cal. Educ. Code §49600, et. seq.) 
The Board of Education recognizes that a structured, coherent and comprehensive counseling program promotes academic 
achievement and serve the diverse needs of all district students. Counseling staff shall be available to provide students with 
individualized reviews of their educational progress toward academic goals and, as appropriate, may discuss social, personal, or 
other issues that may impact student learning. 
 
HOME/HEALTH INSTRUCTION (Cal. Educ. Code §48206.3, 48207 and 48208) 
A student with temporary disabilities that make attendance in regular school day classes impossible or inadvisable shall receive 
educational services as provided by the district. You are requested to notify the school principal of your student's temporary 
disability and the need for individual instruction. Note that “temporary disability” means a physical, mental, or emotional 
disability which after a reasonable period, a student can be expected to return to school. Temporary disability is not a disability 
identified for special education. 
 
A student with a temporary disability who is placed in a hospital or other residential health facility (excluding a state hospital) 
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located outside of the school district in which you reside will comply with the school residency requirements in the school district 
in which the facility is located. Parents/guardians are requested to notify the school district in which their student is housed of 
the student's presence and the need for instructional services. 
 
ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT CARD (SARC) 
Since November 1988, state law has required all public schools receiving state funding to prepare and distribute a School 
Accountability Report Card (SARC). The purpose of the report card is to provide parents and the community with important 
information about each public school. A SARC can be an effective way for a school to report on its progress in achieving goals. 
The public may also use a SARC to evaluate and compare schools on a variety of indicators. Each school’s SARC is available at 
the school office and on each school’s website. 
 
STUDENT USE OF TECHNOLOGY (Cal. Educ. Code §48980, 51871.5) 
The District provides electronic information resource (Internet access) to students. This connection allows access to local, 
national and international sources of information and collaboration vital to intellectual inquiry in a democracy. In return for this 
access, every user has the responsibility to respect and protect the rights of every other user in our community and on the Internet. 
Users and account holders are expected to act in a responsible, ethical and legal manner, in accordance with Thermalito Union 
Elementary School District's Internet Acceptable Use Procedure, the missions and purposes of the other networks used on the 
Internet, and all applicable state and federal laws. A copy of Policy 6163.4, Student Use of Technology, is available at the district 
office, school sites, or our website @ www.thermalito.org. 
 
Users are prohibited from accessing, posting, submitting, publishing or displaying harmful matter* or material that is threatening, 
profane, obscene, disruptive or sexually explicit, that advocates illegal acts or that could be construed as harassment or 
disparagement of others based on their race, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, age, disability, religion or political beliefs. 
(*Harmful matter means matter, taken as a whole, which to the average person, applying contemporary statewide standards, 
appeals to the prurient interest, and is matter which, taken as a whole, depicts or describes in a patently offensive way sexual 
conduct and which, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value for minors, Penal Code 313.) 
 
Use of computer resources is a privilege, not a right. Please refer to Policy 6163.4, Student Use of Technology (Appendix B) 
available at the district office, each school office or our website @ www.thermalito.org. 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND SCHOOL FACILITIES (Cal. Educ. Code §35186) 
The District is required to provide sufficient textbooks and instructional materials. If assigned as part of the course, each student, 
including English learners, must have a textbook or instructional materials, or both, to use. The District is also required to provide 
school facilities that are clean, safe, and maintained in good repair. 
 
PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS OF CLASSROOM TEACHERS (Cal. Educ. Code §35186) 
The District has an obligation to assign properly qualified teachers to each classroom. Teacher vacancies or mis-assignments are 
prohibited. 
 
Parent/guardians whose students attend schools of a District receiving Title I federal funds have the right to request and receive 
timely information on the professional qualifications of their student’s classroom teachers and paraprofessionals (teachers’ aids), 
including: 
 
• Whether the teacher has met state credential or license criteria for grade level and subject matter taught. 
• Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status. 
• The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and any other graduate certification or degree held. 
• Whether the student is provided services by paraprofessionals, and, if so, their qualifications. 
 
Individual parent/guardians of students attending Title I schools are also entitled to receive the following: information on the 
level of achievement of their student in each of the state academic assessments; and timely notice that their student has been 
assigned, or has been taught for 4 or more consecutive weeks, by a teacher who is not highly qualified. 
 
COMPLAINTS REGARDING TEACHER MISASSIGNMENT AND QUALIFICATIONS, TEACHER VACANCIES, 
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS, AND FACILITIES (Cal. Educ. Code §35146, 35160.5, Cal. Govt. Code §950-950.8, 
54957-54957.8, Title 5 CCR §3080, 4600-4671 

Any parent/guardian wishing to bring a complaint related to a teacher’s qualifications, assignment, a teacher vacancy, 
instructional materials, or school facilities may file a Uniform Complaint with the District. Instructions for filing a Uniform 
Complaint are found in this document under “Rights Information”. 
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TITLE I PROGRAM 
To enrich the educational experiences of qualifying students, federal Title I funds are used to provide additional classroom 
materials and/or services for those identified students Annually, parents will be provided with the opportunity to attend a public 
meeting at their site to discuss the purpose and goals of the Title I Program. Additionally, parent/guardians will be provided with 
periodic opportunities to meet with school representatives to: 
 
• Participate in the planning, operation and evaluation of the school program; 
• Discuss parent’s rights; 
• Assist with the development, implementation and evaluation of the school program; and 
• Assist with school/community involvement and communications. 
 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT (ELD) 
English Learners receive language support that is both designated and integrated with California Common Core State Standards. 
Integrated English Language Development happens throughout the school day with highly qualified teachers who are trained in 
strategies to help make content comprehensible for English Learners. Designated English Language Development is a protected 
time where teachers use content area themes and topics to teach how English works using lessons that provide students with the 
opportunity to practice their English skills by interacting in meaningful ways. The focus of designated instruction is on student 
language production and the acceleration of language acquisition and proficiency. Students are grouped by their current language 
level during designated ELD instruction in order to target their specific linguistic needs. 
 
PROGRAM OPTIONS AND PARENT CHOICE (Cal. Educ. Code §48980, 48981) 
Parents and guardians may choose a language acquisition program. 
 
A Structured English Immersion program is offered to all English learners, which is required to: 
 
•  Ensure English acquisition rapidly and effectively 
•  Be designed using evidence-based research 
•  Include Designated and Integrated ELD 
•  Be allocated sufficient resources to be effectively implemented 
•  Lead to grade-level proficiency in English and when the program model includes a target language, grade-level proficiency 

in that language 
•  Lead to achievement in the state-adopted academic content standards in English and when the program model includes a 

target language, achievement in the state-adopted academic content standards in that target language. 
 
Other language acquisition programs that may be provided, if there are 30 or more students per school or 20 or more students in 
any grade. Parents or guardians may request a different language acquisition program, which will be offered to the extent possible, 
from the following programs:  

 
• Dual-Language Immersion;  
• Transitional Bilingual;  
• Developmental Bilingual;  
• and Heritage Language. 

 
If parents or guardians have any program questions or would like to request a new language acquisition program, please see your 
school site principal.  

FINALITY OF CHANGING GRADES, EFFECT OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION APPAREL ON GRADES 
(Cal. Educ. Code §49066) 
The grade given to each student shall be the grade determined by the teacher of the course and the determination of the student’s 
grade by the teacher, in the absence of clerical or mechanical mistake, fraud, bad faith, or incompetence, shall be final. 
 
The governing board of the District and the Superintendent of such District shall not order a student’s grade to be changed unless 
the teacher who determined such grade is, to the extent practicable, given an opportunity to state orally, in writing, or both, the 
reasons for which such grade was given and is, to the extent practicable, included in all discussions related to the changing of such 
grade. 
 
No grade of a student participating in a physical education class may be adversely affected due to the fact that the student does not 
wear standardized physical education apparel where the failure to wear such apparel arises from circumstances beyond the control 
of the student. 
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STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL LEARNING NEEDS 
 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES (Section 504 of the U.S.  Rehabilitation Act) 
The District does not discriminate against students on the basis of disability or handicap.  Per Section 504 of the U.S. 
Rehabilitation Act, the District provides appropriate accommodations to ensure that all students with handicaps have equal access 
to a free and appropriate public education. 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act or IDEA 2004) 
The term “special education” means specifically designed instruction, at no cost to parents, to meet the unique needs of a student 
with a disability, including: 
 
• instruction conducted in the classroom, in the home, in hospitals and institutions, and in other settings;  
 
• instruction in physical education. 
 
STUDENT FIND 
A student shall be referred for special education services only after the resources of the regular education program have 
been considered and, where appropriate, utilized. Students with qualifying disabilities between ages 3 and 21, who cannot 
obtain appropriate educational benefit in the regular education programs of the District are entitled to special education 
services and supports in order to obtain a free and appropriate public education. 
 
State and federal law require that a free and appropriate public education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environment be offered 
to qualified pupils with disabilities ages 3 through 21 years. Students classified as individuals with exceptional needs for whom 
a special education placement is unavailable or inappropriate may receive services in a private nonsectarian school. Please contact 
the local director of special education for specific information. (Ed. Code, § 56040 et seq.) In addition, services are available for 
students who have a disability which interferes with their equal access to educational opportunities. (Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 34 C.F.R. § 104.32) The District official listed below is responsible for handling requests for services 
under Section 504 and may be reached at the following address and telephone: 
 

Lisa Shaw, Director of Student Service 
400 Grand Avenue 
Oroville, CA 95965 

(530) 538-2900 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION REFERRAL PROCESS 
Parent/Guardians, teachers, administrators or other individuals who suspect that a student may require special education services 
may refer the student for an assessment for eligibility for special education services by contacting the principal at the student’s 
school or the Director of Student Services at (530) 538-2900. The District’s written policies pertaining to assessment, including 
the parent’s right to obtain an independent assessment and to appeal a determination by the District is available upon request. 
 
ALTERNATIVE ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS  
California’s academic standards—the things we want students to know and be able to do—are designed so students graduate 
ready for college and a career. One way we measure their progress is through the California Assessment of Student Performance 
and Progress (CAASPP) assessments. Students across California in grades 3–8 and high school take these assessments each 
spring. These tests were created specifically to gauge each student’s performance in English language arts/literacy (ELA), 
mathematics, and science. Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities, as designated in their individualized education 
program (IEP), are eligible to take alternate assessments, as detailed below. 
 
Students in grades 3-8 who have an IEP that designates the use of an alternate assessment are eligible to take the California 
Alternate Assessments (CAAs) in ELA, mathematics and science. The goal of the CAAs is to ensure that students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities attain increasingly higher achievement levels and leave high school ready for academic or career 
options. The test items are aligned with the Common Core State Standards for ELA and mathematics and are based on the Core 
Content Connectors, (CCC’s) which were developed with three tiers of complexity. 
 
Parents/Guardians may obtain information regarding the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) 
and the California Alternate Assessment (CAA) from the California Department of Education at the following links: 
 
• Parent/Guardian Resources: http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/ 
 
• CAASPP Student Score Report Information: http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caasppssrinfo.asp 
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PARENT/GUARDIAN COMPLAINTS 
The District has detailed procedures for handling complaints regarding special education eligibility and programs. Parents may 
file a complaint concerning violations of federal or state law or regulations governing special education related services. 
Parents may submit a description of the manner in which the parent believes special education programs do not comply with 
state or federal law or regulations to the Superintendent at the District Office or by calling (530) 538-2900. 
 
ATTORNEY’S FEES (Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act (IDEA)) 
The Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act states that a court may award reasonable attorneys’ fees to a parent/guardian 
of a disabled student who is a prevailing party in any action or proceeding brought under the procedural safeguards of the Act. 
A court can also order that the parent/guardian, or their attorney, pay the District’s attorney fees if it is determined that they have 
pursued a claim that is “Frivolous, unreasonable or without foundation” or present such a claim for any “improper purpose” such 
as “to harass, to cause unnecessary delay, or to needlessly increase the cost of litigation.” 
 
HEALTH AND WELFARE INFORMATION 
 
STUDENT HEALTH AND DISABILITIES PREVENTION PROGRAM (Cal. Health & Safety Code §124085) 
 
Kindergarten Physical Exam  
California’s Child Health and Disability Prevention (CHDP) Program requires all school-aged children to have a physical exam 
on record with the school.  Physical examinations are required as a prerequisite for enrollment in the first grade, however 
TUESD seeks to meet this requirement for all kindergarten enrollments.   
 
A copy of a child’s medical checkup must be submitted to the school when registering for kindergarten or as soon as it is 
completed during kindergarten. Parents/guardians are encouraged to obtain this exam before kindergarten starts to ensure their 
child is healthy and ready to learn. UTK students who submit a physical exam will fulfill this requirement for kindergarten.  
 
Parents/guardians needing assistance in meeting this requirement can call (530) 552-3961. If a physical exam is against 
personal beliefs, a CHDP waiver form must be signed at the school. Students who have not met this requirement by the 
appropriate date may be excluded from school attendance for up to five days. 
 
Kindergarten Oral Health Assessment (KOHA)  
Effective Jan. 1, 2007, a Kindergarten Oral Health Assessment (KOHA) by a licensed California dental health professional is 
required for children entering public school for the first time, at kindergarten or first grade. The KOHA must be completed and 
returned to the school by May 31 of the first school year. Assessments done 12 months prior to school entry also meet this 
requirement.  
 
Obtain the form from the school or dental health provider. UTK students who submit the KOHA will complete this 
requirement. Parents/guardians may sign a waiver of this requirement on the KOHA form available at the school. There is no 
penalty or exclusion if this requirement is not met. Parents/ guardians can visit https://smilecalifornia.org/ for help in finding a 
provider for the KOHA. 
 
HEALTH SCREENINGS (Cal.  Educ.  Code §§49452-49457) 
The District is required to conduct certain physical examinations and vision and hearing testing of students, unless the parent 
has a current written objection on file. However, the child may be sent home if they are believed to be suffering from a 
recognized contagious or infectious disease, and shall not be permitted to return until the school authorities are satisfied that 
any contagious or infectious disease does not exist. (Ed. Code, §§ 49451, 49452, 49452.5, 49455; Health & Saf. Code, 
§ 124085)  
 
The District shall provide for scoliosis screening of every female student in grade 7 and every male student in grade 8. (Ed. 
Code, § 49452.5) 
 
Hearing and vision screenings will be provided as required by state law at the following levels:  
• Hearing screening for all students in grades UTK, K, 2, 5, 8 
• Vision screening for grades UTK, K, 2, 5, 8  
• New students and students referred by parents or school personnel 

 
Exclusions from Screenings: You may notify the principal of the school your student is attending, in writing, annually, if you 
do not wish to consent to screening examinations of your student. The student would then be exempt from any screening 
examination. 
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STUDENT ABUSE (Cal.  Penal Code §11166, 11172) 
When a teacher, administrator or other employee in the district is told by a student, observes, or reasonably suspects that a student 
has been physically, mentally or sexually abused, that person is REQUIRED by California law to immediately file a verbal report 
with the police, sheriff, probation, welfare department or the Children’s Services office. A follow-up written report must also be 
filed within 36 hours. The name of the person required to file the report shall be confidential. When Children’s Services follows 
up on a referral, they may talk to your student without first calling for parental permission, as they are acting in an investigative 
official capacity. 
 
MEGAN’S LAW (Cal. Penal Code §290.4) 
Parents and other members of the public are entitled to review information pertaining to registered sex offenders. For further 
information, please contact your local police department or sheriff’s office. 
 
IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS AND PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASES (Cal.  
Educ. Code §49403) 
Immunization (Shot) Requirements  
State law requires that all students under the age of 18, pre-kindergarten through grade 12, be immunized against certain 
diseases unless they are exempt for medical reasons. At the time of registration, the school is required to have proof that a child 
has received all currently due immunizations.  The California Department of Public Health (CDPH) annually audits school 
districts immunization rates and records. 
 
Parents/guardians should check with their pediatrician, family physician or medical clinic to ensure their child is fully 
immunized. A child will be excluded from virtual or in person school if these requirements are not met. 
 
Immunization Requirements by Age and Grade 
Students Enrolled in UTK/TK/K-12 Need Immunizations Based on Age and Grade:  
• Diphtheria, Tetanus, and Pertussis (DTaP, DTP, Tdap, or Td) — 5 doses  

o 4 doses okay if one was given on or after 4th birthday  
o 3 doses okay if one was given on or after 7th birthday  
o For 7th-12th graders, at least 1 dose of pertussis-containing vaccine is required on or after 7th birthday  

• Polio (OPV or IPV) — 4 doses  
o 3 doses okay if one was given on or after 4th birthday 

• Hepatitis B (Hep B) — 3 doses (Not required for 7th grade entry)  
• HIB – 1 dose after age 1 (for UTK/Preschool students under age 5)  
• Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR) — 2 doses (Both given on or after 1st birthday)  
• Varicella (Chickenpox) — 2 doses (History of disease or positive lab results do NOT meet this requirement)  

 
These immunization requirements apply to new admissions and transfers for all grades, including UTK/l kindergarten, and for 
students with previous immunization exemptions. All exemptions expire at the end of preschool and the end of 6th grade.  
Students Starting 7th Grade Also Need:  
• Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis (Tdap) — 1 dose (Given after age 7)  
• Varicella (Chickenpox) — 2 doses History of disease or positive lab results do NOT meet this requirement.  

 
PLEASE NOTE:  As of January 1, 2016, parents/guardians are no longer allowed to submit a personal beliefs exemption for 
currently required vaccines. Medical exemptions require specific documentation from a CA licensed physician (MD/DO).  
More information can be found at https://cair.cdph.ca.gov/exemptions/home. 
 
AB 659 NOTICE -THE CANCER PREVENTION ACT  
Human Papillomavirus (HPV) is a common virus that can cause several cancers in men and women. The American Academy 
of Pediatrics recommends that young people get the HPV vaccine between the ages of 9 and 12 years because the HPV vaccine 
is more effective if given at an earlier age. 
 
AB 659 NOTICE FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS OF INCOMING 6TH GRADE STUDENTS: 
California Health and Safety Code recommends that pupils are fully immunized against HPV before admission or advancement 
to the eighth-grade level of any private or public elementary or secondary school.  Talk with your healthcare provider or school 
nurse if you have additional questions.  

CONTROL OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASES  
The district is required to cooperate with the California Department of Public Health and Butte County Public Health to 
prevent and control communicable diseases in school-age children. When there is good reason to believe a student has a 
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contagious or infectious disease, the parent/guardian will be contacted, and the student sent home. The student may return to 
school when well and/ or released by a physician. If there is reason to believe a student is suffering from a recognized 
contagious or infectious disease, the student will be excluded from school until school officials are satisfied that the student no 
longer has the contagious or infectious disease. 
 
COVID-19 HEALTH AND SAFETY PROTOCOLS 
TUESD is committed to the health and safety of the school community. For the most updated COVID19 health and safety 
protocols, please visit:  https://schools.covid19.ca.gov/  
 
If a student was diagnosed with COVID-19 or tested positive for COVID-19 within the past six months, the student’s doctor 
may want the student to refrain from exertive activities, such as athletics, physical education, or band, for up to six months. It is 
the responsibility of the parent/ guardian to check with the child’s medical provider about any needed modifications or 
restrictions. If a student requires a modified program, parents/ guardians must inform the school nurse and the student’s 
teacher, coach, or director to ensure modifications are made. 
 
PEDICULOSIS POLICY (HEAD LICE) 
TUESD is committed to minimizing the spread of head lice within the school community while promoting students’ 
participation in the educational process.  Head lice and nits (eggs) are not a threat to health and are not a communicable disease 
but are a frustrating nuisance. Treating students with a positive diagnosis of head lice promptly ensures minimal disruption of 
their education.  
 
When a student is identified as having head lice, the student will be sent home for treatment. Education as to how to properly 
treat will be offered by the school’s health office staff (health assistant and/or the school nurse). It is the responsibility of the 
parent/guardian to treat and control head lice infestation. The key to success in controlling head lice is in the removal of all nits 
after the use of the pediculicide.  
 
After home treatment, it is mandatory for the student to return to school the next day for inspection at the health office. The 
student may return to class provided the head lice have been treated and there are no live lice in the hair, even if nits (eggs) are 
still present. Parents/guardians should continue removing nits until the problem is resolved. 
 
There is no evidence that mass screenings (school-wide or whole classrooms) help to control head lice infestation or re-
infestation. Parents/guardians are encouraged to incorporate inspecting their child’s hair as part of their regular hygiene routine.  
A copy of Board Policy 5141.33 is available at the District Office, school sites or on our website www.thermalito.org.  
 
MEDICAL SERVICE AND EMERGENCY INFORMATION 
It is mandatory that each student have current emergency information on file at the school. It is extremely important that the 
information is complete, current and accurate, particularly the address and phone number. Prior to the opening of school, this 
information must be submitted to the school. This emergency data will let school officials know which physician, relative or 
family friend to contact in case of emergency and also serves as authorization to allow the student to receive emergency medical 
services. 
 
MEDICAL AND HOSPITAL SERVICES RELATED TO SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, ACTIVITIES, OR EVENTS  
(Cal. Educ. Code §§49470-49474) 
The District does not provide insurance or medical or dental services, including ambulance service, to students injured at school 
or school-sponsored events, including athletic activities, or while being transported in connection with school events or activities. 
 
Medical and hospital services for students injured at school or school-sponsored events, or while being transported, may be 
insured at parent’s expense. No student shall be compelled to accept such services without their consent or, if the student is a 
minor, without the consent of a parent or guardian. (Ed. Code, § 49472) 
 
SCHOOL INSURANCE (Cal. Educ. Code §32221) 
Students may be subject to injury when engaged in school activities. California law (Education Code Sections 32220-21) 
requires every member of any interscholastic athletic team, as well as those associated directly with any interscholastic 
athletic event, including cheerleaders, team mascots, band member, team managers, etc., to possess accidental bodily injury 
insurance providing at least $1500 of scheduled medical and hospital benefits. 
 
California Education Code 32221.5: Some students may qualify to enroll in no-cost or low-cost local, state, or federally 
sponsored health insurance programs. Information about these programs may be obtained by calling Medi-Cal at 800-541-
5555 or Healthy Families Program at 800-880-5305. 
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MEDICATION ON AN ONGOING BASIS (Cal. Educ. Code §§49423, 49480) 
The parent/guardian of a student on a continuing medication regimen at home is required to inform the school nurse or 
other designated certificated school employee of the medication being taken, current dosage, and name of the supervising 
physician. The information is gathered annually on the Health Information Exchange form distributed at the beginning of 
each year. If new medications are started at any time during the school year, parents/ guardians must notify the school. 
 
With parental consent, the school nurse may confer with the physician regarding possible effects of the drug, including 
symptoms of adverse side effects, omission or overdose and counsel with school personnel as deemed appropriate. (Ed. 
Code, § 49480)  
 
MEDICATION DURING THE SCHOOL DAY (Cal. Educ. Code §§49423, 49480) 
The California Education Code (E.C. 49422, 49423) states that any student who requires medication or a health-related 
procedure prescribed by a physician during the regular school day, may be assisted by the school nurse or other 
designated school personnel if the district receives:   
 

 A written statement from the physician detailing the method, amount, and time schedules that the medication or 
procedure is to be administered, and  

 A written statement from the student’s parent/ guardian authorizing the school district to administer the 
medication or procedure. 

All medications must be in the original pharmacy container with the original prescription label adhered to the container. 
Students may carry and self-administer prescription auto-injectable epinephrine and asthma inhalers if certain 
requirements are met. Parents/ guardians who request school staff members to administer medications, perform 
procedures or provide health related accommodations at school must recognize that school health personnel will 
communicate with the student’s prescribing health professional if the school requires clarification about that procedure, 
accommodation, or medication delivery.  
 
No other prescription or over-the-counter medications, vitamins, herbs, or alternative medications may be carried by 
students on their person, in a backpack or other container except as indicated above and with the express knowledge and 
permission of the school nurse. Limited over-the-counter medications may be available at some school sites and can be 
given only by a credentialed school nurse or trained health technician with parent/guardian consent on file.  
 
To provide medications, health-related accommodations in school, school health personnel must be permitted by 
parents/guardians to interact directly with the prescribing health care provider managing that condition when there is 
concern for the health and safety of the student. 
 
Contact the school nurse or school health assistant if you have questions. Forms for medication administration or 
procedure are available at the school and on the website at https://www.thermalito.org/Page/704.   
 
ANTI-SEIZURE MEDICATION (ASSEMBLY BILL 1810 - SEIZURE SAFE SCHOOLS ACT) 
As of January 1, 2023, parents may authorize school districts to have trained volunteers administer anti-seizure 
medication to their children.   
 
DIABETES NOTIFICATION (Cal.  Educ. Code §49452.7) 
Type 1 diabetes in children is an autoimmune disease that can be fatal if untreated. The guidance linked here is intended 
to raise awareness about this disease. Pursuant to California Education Code Section 49452.6, information regarding 
Type 1 diabetes can be found on the California Department of Education website at https://www. 
cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/type1diabetes.asp. For more information or to receive printed information about type 1 diabetes, 
contact your school nurse.  
 
Type 2 diabetes in children is a preventable/ treatable disease. The guidance linked here is intended to raise awareness 
about this disease. Pursuant to California Education Code Section 49452.7, information regarding type 2 diabetes can be 
found on the California Department of Education website at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/ hn/type2diabetes.asp. For 
more information or to receive printed information about type 2 diabetes, contact your school nurse. 
 
EPINEPHRINE AT SCHOOL (Cal.  Educ. Code §§49414, 49423, 49480) 
Each school site has standing orders for use of emergency epinephrine in the case of suspected anaphylaxis.  Stock 
epinephrine is stored in easily accessible locations of each school health office.  If a student should have a possible life-
threatening allergic reaction while at school, staff members are trained to recognize, respond and administer epinephrine. 
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In the event epinephrine is used, 911 will be called. 
 
FENTANYL AWARENESS (Cal.  Educ. Code §48985.5) 
There are serious dangers associated with using synthetic drugs that are not prescribed by a physician, such as fentanyl. 
Parents/guardians should know the possibility that dangerous synthetic drugs can be found in counterfeit pills. Across the 
nation – and in our own Butte County, the dangerous drug fentanyl is becoming more and more prevalent. We want our 
families to be informed, know the warning signs, and partner with us to communicate the dangers of fentanyl to your 
children.  
  
Prevention and response efforts at TUESD 
While we hope the situation does not take place, our schools are prepared to respond if an overdose occurs on campus. 
All TUESD schools are equipped with two doses of naloxone, a medication that reverses an opioid overdose, and has 
staff members trained in how to administer it.  
 
PESTICIDE USE (Cal. Educ. Code §§17612, 48980.3) 
On September 27, 2000, Governor Gray Davis signed AB 2260, the Healthy Schools Act (Education Code Sections 17608, et 
seq.), which encourages school districts to act responsibly in applying pesticides and to consider alternative methods, besides 
pesticides, in controlling routine pests such as weeds and insects. 
 
One of the requirements of the Healthy Schools Act is that all school districts must annually provide to all parents, guardians, 
and staff members, a list of all anticipated pesticides to be applied. The list is as follows: 
 
PRODUCT ACTIVE INGREDIENTS PURPOSE 
Advion Ant Gel Indoxacarb (S)-methyl 7-chloro-2,5-dihydro-2- [[(methoxy-

carbonyl)[4(triflouromethoxy) phenyl]amino]-
carbonyl]indeno[1,2- e][1,3,4]oxadiazine-4a-(3H)-carboxylate 

Ants 

Advion Cockroach Gel Indoxacarb (S)-methyl 7-chloro-2,5-dihydro-2- [[(methoxy-
carbonyl)[4(triflouromethoxy) phenyl]amino]-
carbonyl]indeno[1,2- e][1,3,4]oxadiazine-4a-(3H)-carboxylate 

Cockroaches 

Dimension Ultra 40WP Dithiopyr: 3,5-pyridinedicarbothioic acid, 2- (difluoromethyl)-4-
(2-methylpropyl)-6- (trifluoromethyl)-S,S-dimethyl ester 

Weeds 

Diquate Alligare Diquat dibromide (6,7-dihydrodipyrido(1,2-a:2’, 1’-c) 
pyrazinediium dibromide 

Broadleaf Herbicide 

Finale Glufosinate-Ammonium, Ethoxylated dodecanol, monoether with 
sulfuric acid, sodium salt, 1- Methoxy-2-prppanel 

Weeds 

MasterLine Bifenthrin 7.9 Insecticide 
Max Force FC Fipronil[5-Amino-1-(2, 6-dichloro-4- trifluoromethyl)-4-(1,R,S)-

Trifluoromethyl) sulfinyl)-1H-pyrazole-3-carbonitrile] 
Ants, Cockroaches 

Merit 75 WP Imidacloprid, 1-[(6-Chloro-3-pyridinyl)methyl]- N-nitro-2-
imidazolidinimine 

For foliar and systemic 
insect control 

Monterey Magnify Oligomeric D-glucopyranose decyl octyl glycoside, Ammonium 
sulfate and Ammonium nitrate 

Activator/Penatrator 

Optigard Ant Gel Thiamethoxam Ants 
Roundup Pro/Ranger Pro Glyphosate Weeds (growth inhibitor) 
Sedge Hammer Halosulfuron-methyl Nutsedge Control 
Snapshot 2.5 TG Trifluralin:a,a,a-trifluoro-2,6-dinitro-N, N- dipropyl-p-

toluidine,isoxaben 
Pre-emergent 

Southern Speed Zone Carentrazone-eth1,2,4-D 2-ethylhexylester, Dicamba acid Broadleaf Control 

Surflan A.S. Oryzalin:3, 5-dinitro-N4N4- dipropylsulfanilamide Selective pre-emergence 

T Zone Triclopyr BEE, butoxyethyl ester Sulfentrazone 2,4-D, 2-
ethylhexyl ester Dicamba acid 

Broadleaf Herbicide 

Talstar Professional Bifenthrin Insecticide 
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Q4 Plus Dimethylamine salt, quinolinecarboxlic acid, Dimethylamine 
dicamba, Sulfentrazon 

Herbicide 

Quali Pro Isoxaben Isoxaben (N-[3-(1-ethyl-1-methylpropyl)-5- isoxazolyI] -2,6-
dimethoxybenzamide and isomers) 

Pre-emergent 

Wasp & Hornet Killer Plus Petroleum distillate, tetramethrin, carbon dioxide Wasps/hornets 
Wilco Gopher Getter Ag Bait Strychnine Pests 

XL 2 G benefin:N-butyl-N-ethyl- , , -trifluoro 2,6- dinitro-p-toluidine 
oryzalin: 3,5dinitro-N4,N4 

-dipropylsulfanilamide 

Pre-Emergence 
Herbicide 

*There will be no pesticide applications during regular school hours, unless the presence of that pest is deemed more dangerous 
than the treatment. 
 
**This list is in compliance with the Healthy Schools Act, which requires that all parents and staff be informed, on an annual 
basis, of the pesticides that may be applied on their school campus for the year. Therefore, the reader of this list should not draw 
any conclusions about actual pesticide application in the District. Because the Thermalito Union Elementary School District 
adheres to an IPM policy, or reduced pesticide approach to pest control, actual applications of any of the above pesticides will 
vary from site to site depending on the situation. The Maintenance and Operations Department has record of any and all pesticide 
applications. This record is viewable to the public, upon request, at 2455 Carmichael Drive, Chico, CA. 
 
Also, in accordance with AB2260, every recipient of this notification is allowed to register with the Thermalito Union Elementary 
School District, in order to receive notification of any pesticide application at a school site 72 hours prior to the application. As 
a registered individual, you will receive the product’s active ingredient and the intended application date. 
 
If you would like to register with the Thermalito Union Elementary School District, please send a letter requesting notification 
which includes your name, home address, and school site to Thermalito Union Elementary School District, Maintenance & 
Operations Director, 1123 Sierra Avenue, Oroville, CA 95965. You may also drop off your letter, in person, at the same address 
between the hours of 7:00am and 4:00pm Monday through Friday. The Thermalito Union Elementary School District conforms to 
the principles of integrated pest management, which includes the suppression and control of pests through cultural, prevention, 
exclusion and sanitation measures while only utilizing pesticides in an extremely minimal and safe manner. The District’s 
Integrated Pest Management Policy No. 3514.2 can be viewed at the District Office, at the Maintenance & Operations office or 
on the District website @ www.thermalito.org. 
 
DRUG FREE CAMPUSES 
Possession, use, or sale of narcotics, alcohol, marijuana (including derivatives) or other controlled substances (except as 
otherwise provided by law) is strictly prohibited. This prohibition is strictly enforced at all school facilities and school activities. 
Records will be forwarded to local law enforcement and the District will impose appropriate discipline in response to any 
violations. 
 
PROHIBITION OF TOBACCO ON CAMPUS (Cal. Educ. Code §48901) 
All individuals, including students, staff, and community members are prohibited from using tobacco products on district 
property, including vehicles, buildings, parking areas, grounds, and at District events. 
 
RELEASE OF STUDENT TO PEACE OFFICER (Cal. Educ. Code §48906) 
When a principal or other school official releases a minor student to a peace officer for the purpose of removing the minor from 
the school premises, the school official shall take immediate steps to notify the parent, guardian, or responsible relative of the 
minor regarding the release of the minor to the officer, and regarding the place to  which the minor is reportedly being taken, 
except when a minor has been taken into custody as a victim of suspected student abuse, as defined in California Penal Code 
Section 11165.6, or pursuant to California Welfare  and  Institutions  Code Section 305. In those cases, the school official shall 
provide the peace officer with the address and telephone number of the minor's parent or guardian.  The peace officer shall take 
immediate steps to notify   the parent, guardian, or responsible relative of the minor that the minor is in custody and the place 
where he or   she is being held. If the officer has a reasonable belief that the minor would be endangered by a disclosure of the 
place where the minor is being held, or that the disclosure would cause the custody of the minor to be disturbed, the officer may 
refuse to disclose the place where the minor is being held for a period not to exceed 24 hours. The officer shall, however, inform 
the parent, guardian, or responsible relative whether the student requires and is receiving medical or other treatment. The juvenile 
court shall review any decision not to disclose the place where the minor is being held at a subsequent detention hearing. 
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SCHOOL BUS SAFETY (Cal. Educ. Code §39831.5) 
The District provides all students instruction in school bus emergency procedures and passenger safety. Written safety 
procedures are available from the Transportation Department, 1123 Sierra Avenue, Oroville, CA 95965. 
 
NOTICE TO STUDENTS, PARENTS AND STAFF REGARDING THE USE OF CAMERA SURVEILLANCE ON 
SCHOOL PROPERTY 

For the safety of our students, staff, and visitors, the School District employs camera surveillance equipment for security 
purposes. This equipment may or may not be monitored at any time. 
 
Surveillance cameras will generally be utilized only in public areas where there is no “reasonable expectation of privacy.” 
Public areas may include school buses; building entrances; hallways; parking lots; front offices where students, employees, and 
parents come and go; gymnasiums during public activities; cafeterias; and supply rooms. However, it is not possible for 
surveillance cameras to cover all public areas of District buildings or all District activities. 
 
District surveillance cameras will not be installed in “private” areas such as restrooms, locker rooms, changing areas, private 
offices (unless consent by the office owner is given), or classrooms. 
 
STUDENT ACCESS TO MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
The District shall notify students and parents or guardians no less than twice each school year of the steps to initiate access to 
available student mental health services on campus and/or in the community. (Ed. Code, § 49428) To initiate services, a parent 
or student may contact your school’s office. 
 
PARENT INVOLVEMENT (Cal. Educ. Code §51100) 
Parent/guardians are encouraged to be involved in their student’s education. Each school includes in its school based coordinated 
plan a parent/guardian involvement component that provides parent/guardians with opportunities to be involved in information 
and training sessions to: support their student's academic efforts at school and home; help parent/guardians develop parenting 
skills; build consistent and effective home-school communications; and integrate parent/guardian involvement programs into the 
school plan.  Parent/guardian volunteers are a valued addition to the educational program. Volunteers are required to check in at 
the office before proceeding to a classroom. A copy of Board Policy 6020, Parent Involvement, (Appendix A) is available at the 
district office, at school sites, or our website @ www.thermalito.org. 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN INVOLVEMENT IN PROGRAMS INVOLVING CHILDREN WHO ARE FAILING OR AT 
RISK OF FAILING 
The District maintains a formal written policy that establishes the District’s expectations for parental/guardian involvement in 
the planning and implementation of the District’s Title I Programs (programs serving students who are failing or are at risk of 
failing) (Appendix A). This policy is provided to the parent/guardians of all students who participate in Title I programs and is 
available upon request by contacting the District office. 
 
OUTREACH TO PARENT/GUARDIANS OF LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT STUDENTS 
The District maintains an outreach program to inform parent/guardians of limited English proficient students of how the 
parent/guardian can be involved in their student’s education, including how the parent/guardian can help their student attain 
English proficiency, high achievement levels in core academic subjects, and meet State standards. This policy allows for notice 
of opportunities for and holding regular meetings. 
 
VISITS TO CAMPUS (Cal. Educ. Code §32111, 32212) 
All visitors to a campus, including parent/guardians, must check in at the Main Office immediately upon arriving at a school 
campus. 
 
PARENT/GUARDIANS IN THE CLASSROOM (Cal. Educ. Code §51100) 
The District welcomes parent/guardians into their student’s classrooms, as volunteers subject to the schools’ program needs and 
for observation in order to assist in making educational decisions regarding the students. In order to insure student safety and to 
limit disruptions that may compromise instruction, any classroom visits must be scheduled with the teacher ahead of time. In the 
case of emergency, parent/guardians should contact the Office of the Principal. 
 
NON-STUDENT CHILDREN AND PETS 
It is not appropriate for parent/guardians to bring their non-student children or pets (except animals related to assistance 
based on disability) to the classroom. 
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RIGHTS INFORMATION 
 
UNIFORM COMPLAINT PROCEDURE (Cal. Educ. Code §§35146, 35160.5, Cal. Govt. Code §§950- 950.8, 54957-
54957.8, Title 5 CCR   §§3080, 4600-4671) 
The Governing Board recognizes that the district has the primary responsibility to ensure compliance with applicable state and 
federal laws and regulations governing educational programs. The Board encourages the early, informal resolution of complaints 
whenever possible and appropriate. To resolve complaints which cannot be resolved through such informal process, the Board 
shall adopt the uniform system of complaint processes specified in 5 CCR 4600-4670 and the accompanying administrative 
regulation. 
 
The designated unit to receive and investigate complaints covered by Policy 1312.3, Uniform Complaint Procedures, (Appendix 
D) shall be the Superintendent’s Office and its compliance designee(s). This unit shall ensure district compliance. The district 
contact person for the Categorical Programs Uniform Complaint Procedure is Gregory Blake, Superintendent, (530) 538-2900 at 
400 Grand Avenue, Oroville, CA 95965. 
 
The following procedures shall be used to address all complaints which allege that the district has violated federal or state laws 
or regulations governing educational programs or has committed unlawful discrimination. Compliance officers shall maintain a 
record of each complaint and subsequent related actions, including all information required for compliance with 5 CCR 4631 
and 4633. 
 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
All Uniform Complaint Procedure-related complaints shall be investigated and resolved within 60 calendar days of the district’s 
receipt of the complaint unless the complainant agrees in writing to an extension of the timeline. 
 
For complaints alleging unlawful discrimination (such as discriminatory harassment, intimidation, or bullying), the district shall 
inform the respondent when the complainant agrees to an extension of the timeline for investigating and resolving the complaint. 
 
All parties involved in allegations shall be notified when a complaint is filed and when a decision or ruling is made. However, 
the compliance officer shall keep all complaints or allegations of retaliation or unlawful discrimination (such as discriminatory 
harassment, intimidation, or bullying) confidential except when the disclosure is necessary to carry out the investigation, take 
subsequent corrective action, conduct ongoing monitoring or maintain the integrity of the process.  (5CCR 4630, 4964) 
 
FILING OF COMPLAINTS 
The complaint shall be presented to the compliance officer who shall maintain a log of complaints received, providing each with a 
code number and a date stamp. 
 
All complaints shall be filed in writing and signed by the complainant. If a complainant is unable to put a complaint in writing 
due to conditions such as a disability or illiteracy, district staff shall assist them in the filing of the complaint. (5CCR 4600) 
 
All complaints shall be filed in accordance with the following: 
 
a. A written complaint alleging district violation of applicable state or federal law or regulations governing adult education 

programs, consolidated categorical aid programs, migrant education, career technical and technical education and training 
programs, student care and development programs, student nutrition programs, and special education programs may be 
filed by any individual, public agency, or organization. (5CCR 4630) 

 
b. Any complaint alleging noncompliance with law regarding the prohibition against requiring students to pay student fees, 

deposits, and charges or any requirement related to the LCAP may be filed anonymously if the complaint provides 
evidence, or information leading to evidence, to support an allegation of noncompliance. A complaint about a violation of 
the prohibition against the charging of unlawful student fees may be filed with the principal of the school or with the 
Superintendent or designee. However, any such complaint shall be filed no later than one year from the date the alleged 
violation occurred. (Education Code 49013, 52075; 5 CCR 4360) 

 
c. A complaint alleging unlawful discrimination (such as discriminatory harassment, intimidation, or bullying) may be filed 

only by a person who alleges that he/she personally suffered the unlawful discrimination or by a person who believes that 
an individual or any specific class of individuals has been subjected to it. The complaint shall be initiated no later than six 
months from the date when the alleged unlawful discrimination occurred, or six months from the date when the 
complainant first obtained knowledge of the facts of the alleged unlawful discrimination. The time for filing may be 
extended for up to 90 days by the Superintendent or designee for good cause upon written request by the complainant setting 
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forth the reasons for the extension (5 CCR 4630) 
 

d. When a complaint alleging unlawful discrimination (such as discriminatory harassment, intimidation or bullying) is filed 
anonymously, the compliance officer shall pursue an investigation or other response as appropriate, depending on the 
specificity and reliability of the information provided and the seriousness of the allegation. 

 
e. When the complainant or alleged victim of unlawful discrimination (such as discriminatory harassment, intimidation, or 

bullying) requests confidentiality, the compliance officer shall inform him/her that the request may limit the district’s 
ability to investigate the conduct or take other necessary action. When honoring a request for confidentiality, the district 
shall nevertheless take all reasonable steps to investigate and resolve/respond to the complaint with the request. 
 

MEDIATION 
Within three business days after the compliance officer receives the complaint, they may informally discuss with all the parties 
the possibility of using mediation. Mediation shall be offered to resolve complaints that involve more than one student and no 
adult. However, mediation shall not be offered or used to resolve any complaint involving an allegation of sexual assault or where 
there is a reasonable risk that a party to the mediation would feel compelled to participate. If the parties agree to mediation, the 
compliance officer shall make all arrangements for this process. 
 
Before initiating the mediation of a discrimination complaint alleging retaliation or unlawful discrimination (such as 
discriminatory harassment, intimidation, or bullying), the compliance officer shall ensure that all parties agree to make the 
mediator a party to related confidential information. The compliance officer shall also notify all parties of the right to end the 
informal process at any time. 
 
If the mediation process does not resolve the problem within the parameters of law, the compliance officer shall proceed with 
their investigation of the complaint. 
 
The use of mediation shall not extend the district’s timelines for investigating and resolving the complaint unless the complainant 
agrees in writing to such an extension of time. If mediation is successful and the complaint is withdrawn, then the district shall 
take only the actions agreed to through the mediation. If mediation is unsuccessful, the district shall then continue with the 
subsequent steps specified in this administrative regulation. 
 
INVESTIGATION OF COMPLAINT 
Within 10 days after the compliance officer receives the complaint, the compliance officer shall begin an investigation into the 
complaint. 
 
Within one business day of initiating the investigation, the compliance officer shall provide the complainant and/or their 
representative an opportunity to present the information contained in the complaint to the compliance officer and shall notify the 
complainant and/or their representative of the opportunity to present the compliance officer with any evidence, or information 
leading to evidence, to support the allegations in the complaint. Such evidence or information may be presented at any time 
during the investigation. 
 
In conducting the investigation, the compliance officer shall collect all available documents and review all available records, 
notes, or statements related to the complaint, including any additional evidence or information received from the parties during the 
course of the investigation. He/she shall individually interview all available witnesses with information pertinent to the complaint, 
and may visit any reasonably accessible location where the relevant actions are alleged to have taken place. At appropriate 
intervals, the compliance officer shall inform both parties of the status of the investigation. 
 
To investigate a complaint alleging retaliation or unlawful discrimination (such as discriminatory harassment, intimidation, or 
bullying), the compliance officer shall interview the alleged victim(s), any alleged offenders, and other relevant witnesses 
privately, separately, and in a confidential manner. As necessary, additional staff or legal counsel may conduct or support the 
investigation. 
 
A complainant's refusal to provide the district's investigator with documents or other evidence related to the allegations in the 
complaint, failure or refusal to cooperate in the investigation or engagement in any other obstruction of the investigation, may 
result in the dismissal of the complaint because of a lack of evidence to support the allegation. (5 CCR 4631) 
 
Similarly, a respondent’s refusal to provide the district’s investigator with the documents or other evidence related to the 
allegations in the complaint, failure or refusal to cooperate in the investigation, or engagement in any other obstruction of the 
investigation may result in a finding, based on evidence collected, that a violation has occurred and in the imposition of a remedy 
in favor of the complainant. (5 CCR 4631) 



 

24  Rev. 08.2024 

 
In accordance with law, the district shall provide the investigator with access to records and other information related to the 
allegation in the complaint and shall not in any way obstruct the investigation. Failure or refusal of the district to cooperate in 
the investigation may result in a finding based on evidence collected that a violation has occurred and in the imposition of a 
remedy in favor of the complaint. (5 CCR 4631) 
 
The compliance officer shall apply a “preponderance of the evidence” standard in determining the veracity of the factual 
allegations in a complaint. This standard is met if the allegation is more likely to be true than not. 
 
REPORT OF FINDINGS 
Unless extended by written agreement with the complainant, a final decision shall be sent to the complainant within 60 calendar 
days of the district’s receipt of the complaint. Within 30 calendar days of receiving the complaint, the compliance officer shall 
prepare and send to the complainant a written report, as described in the section “Final Written Decision” below. If the 
complainant is dissatisfied with the compliance officer’s decision, he/she may, within five business days, file their complaint in 
writing with the Board. 
 
The Board may consider the matter at its next regular Board meeting or at a special Board meeting convened in order to meet the 
60-day time limit within which the complaint must be answered. The Board may decide not to hear the complaint, in which case 
the compliance officer’s decision shall be final. 
 
If the Board hears the complaint, the compliance officer shall send the Board’s decision to the complainant within 60 calendar 
days of the district’s initial receipt of the complaint or within the time period that has been specified in a written agreement with 
the complainant. (5CCR 4631) 
 
In resolving any complaint alleging unlawful discrimination (such as discriminatory harassment, intimidation, and bullying), the 
respondent also shall be sent the district’s decision and, in the same manner as the complainant, may file a complaint with the 
Board if dissatisfied with the decision. 
 
FINAL WRITTEN DECISION 
The district's decision on how it will resolve the complaint shall be in writing and sent to the complainant and respondent. 
(5 CCR 4631) 
 
In consultation with district legal counsel, information about the relevant part of a decision may be communicated to a victim who 
is not the complainant and to other parties that may be involved in implementing the decision or affected by the complaint, as long 
as the privacy of the parties is protected. 
 
In a complaint alleging unlawful discrimination (such as discriminatory harassment, intimidation, and bullying), notice of the 
district’s decision to the alleged victim shall include information about any sanction to be imposed upon the respondent that relates 
directly to the alleged victim. 
 
If the complaint involves a limited-English-proficient student or parent/guardian and the student involved attends a school at 
which 15 percent or more of the students speak a single primary language other than English, then the decision shall also be 
translated into that language. In all other instances, the district shall ensure meaningful access to all relevant information for 
parents/guardians with limited English proficiency. 
 
For all complaints, the decision shall include: (5 CCR  4631) 
 
a. The findings of fact based on the evidence gathered.  
 
In reaching a factual determination, the following factors may be considered: 
 
a. Statements made by any witnesses 
 
b. The relative credibility of the individuals involved 
 
c. How the complaining individual reacted to the incident 
 
d. Any documentary or other evidence relating to the alleged conduct 
 
e. Past instances of similar conduct by any alleged offenders 
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f. Past false allegations made by the complainant. 
 
g. The conclusion(s) of law 
 
h. Disposition of the complaint 
 
i. Rationale for such disposition 

 
For complaints of retaliation or unlawful discrimination (such as discriminatory harassment, intimidation, or bullying), the 
disposition of the complaint shall include a determination for each allegation as to whether retaliation or unlawful discrimination 
has occurred. 
 
The determination of whether a hostile environment exists may involve consideration of the following: 
 
a. How the misconduct affected one or more student’s education 
 
b. The type, frequency, and duration of the misconduct 
 
c. The relationship between the alleged victim(s) and offender(s) 
 
d. The number of persons engaged in the conduct and at whom the conduct was directed 
 
e. The size of the school, location of the incidents, and context in which they occurred 
 
f. Other incidents at the school involving different individuals 
 
Corrective action(s), including any actions that have been taken or will be taken to address the allegations in the complaint and 
including, with respect to a student fees complaint, a remedy that comports with Education Code 49013 and 5 CCR 4600. 
 
For complaints of unlawful discrimination (such as discriminatory harassment, intimidation, or bullying), the notice may, as required 
by law, include: 
 
a. The corrective actions imposed on the individual found to have engaged in the conduct that relate directly to the subject 

of the complaint 
 
b. Individual remedies offered or provided to the subject of the complaint 
 
c. Systemic measures the school has taken to eliminate a hostile environment and prevent recurrence. 
 
Notice of the complainant's right to appeal the district's decision within 15 days to the CDE and procedures to be followed for 
initiating such an appeal. 
 
In addition, any decision concerning a discrimination complaint based on state law shall include a notice   that the complainant 
must wait until 60 days have elapsed from the filing of an appeal with the CDE before pursuing civil law remedies.  (Education 
Code 262.3) 
 
The decision may also include follow-up procedures to prevent recurrence or retaliation and for reporting any subsequent 
problems. 
 
For complaints alleging unlawful discrimination based on state law (such as discriminatory harassment, intimidation, and 
bullying), the decision shall also include a notice to the complainant that: 
 
a. They may pursue available civil law remedies outside of the district’s complaint procedures, including seeking assistance 

from mediation centers or public/private interest attorneys, 60 calendar days after the filing of an appeal with the CDE. 
(Education Code 262.3) 

 
b. The 60 days moratorium does not apply to complaints seeking injunctive relief in state courts or to discrimination complaints 

based on federal law. (Education Code 262.3) 
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Complaints alleging discrimination based on race, color, national origin, sex, gender, disability, or age may also be filed with the 
U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights at www.ed.gov/ocr within 180 days of the alleged discrimination. 
 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS 
When a complaint is found to have merit, the compliance officer shall adopt any appropriate corrective action permitted by law. 
Appropriate corrective actions that focus on the larger school or district environment may include but are not limited to, actions 
to reinforce district policies, training for faculty, staff, and students; updates to school policies; or school climate surveys. 
 
For complaints involving retaliation or unlawful discrimination (such as discriminatory harassment, intimidation, or bullying), 
appropriate corrective actions that focus on the victim may include, but are not limited to the following: 
 
a. Counseling 
 
b. Academic support 
 
c. Health services 
 
d. Assignment of an escort to allow the victim to move safely about campus 
 
e. Information regarding available resources and how to report similar incidents or retaliation 
 
f. Separation of the victim from any other individuals involved, provided the separation does not penalize the victim 
 
g. Restorative justice 
 
h. Follow-up inquiries to ensure that the conduct has stopped and there has been no retaliation 
 
i. Determination of whether any past actions of the victim that resulted in discipline were related to the treatment the victim 

received and described in the complaint. 
 
For complaints involving retaliation or unlawful discrimination (such as discriminatory harassment, intimidation, or bullying), 
appropriate corrective actions that focus on a student offender may include but are not limited to, the following: 
 
a. Transfer from a class or school as permitted by law 
 
b. Parent/guardian conference 
 
c. Education regarding the impact of the conduct on others 
 
d. Positive behavior support 
 
e. Referral to a student success team 
 
f. Denial of participation in extracurricular or co-curricular activities or other privileges as permitted by law 
 
g. Disciplinary action, such as suspension or expulsion, as permitted by law 
 
When an employee is found to have committed retaliation or unlawful discrimination (such as discriminatory harassment, 
intimidation, or bullying), the district shall take appropriate disciplinary action, up to and including dismissal, in accordance with 
applicable law and collective bargaining agreement. 
 
The District may also consider training and other interventions for the larger school community to ensure that students, staff, and 
parents/guardians understand the types of behavior that constitute unlawful discrimination (such as discriminatory harassment, 
intimidation, or bullying), that the district does not tolerate it, and how to report and respond to it. 
 
If a complaint alleging noncompliance with the laws regarding student fees, deposits, and other charges, physical education 
instructional minutes for students in elementary schools, or any requirement related to the LCAP is found to have merit, the 
district shall provide a remedy to all affected students and parents/guardians subject to procedures established by regulation of 
the State Board of Education. (Education Code 49013, 51223, 52075) 
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For complaints alleging noncompliance with the laws regarding student fees, the district shall attempt in good faith, by engaging 
in reasonable efforts, to identify and fully reimburse all affected students and parents/guardians who paid the unlawful student 
fees within one year prior to the filing of the complaint. (Education Code 49013; 5CCR 4600) 
 
APPEALS TO THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Any complainant who is dissatisfied with the district’s final written decision may file an appeal in writing with the CDE within 
15 calendar days of receiving the district’s decision. (Education Code 49013, 52075; 5CCR 4632) 
 
When a respondent in any complaint alleging unlawful discrimination (such as discriminatory harassment, intimidation, and 
bullying) is dissatisfied with the district’s final written decision, he/she, in the same manner as the complainant, may file an 
appeal with the CDE. 
 
The complainant or respondent shall specify the basis for the appeal of the decision and whether the facts are incorrect and/or the 
law has been misapplied. The appeal shall be accompanied by a copy of the locally filed complaint and a copy of the district’s 
decision.  (5CCR 4632) 
 
Upon notification by the CDE that the complainant has appealed the district’s decision, the Superintendent or designee shall forward 
the following documents to the CDE: (5CCR 4633) 
 
a. A copy of the original complaint 
 
b. A copy of the written decision 
 
c. A summary of the nature and extent of the investigation conducted by the district, if not covered by the decision 
 
d. A copy of the investigation file including, but not limited to, all notes, interviews, and documents submitted by the parties 

and gathered by the investigator 
 
e. A report of any action taken to resolve the complaint 
 
f. A copy of the district’s uniform complaint procedures 
 
g. Other relevant information requested by the CDE 
 
COMPLAINTS BY CITIZENS REGARDING TUESD PERSONNEL AND OPERATIONS 
The TUESD Board believes that positive relationships between TUESD employees and citizens are essential to the successful 
operations of schools. The Board encourages complainants to resolve problems early and informally whenever possible with the 
staff member personally. If a problem remains unresolved, the individual should submit a formal written complaint with the 
supervisor of the employee in accordance with appropriate district procedures, Board Policy 1312.1, Complaints Concerning 
District Employees. 
 
DISCRIMINATION AND HARASSMENT-FREE ENVIRONMENT (Cal. Educ. Code §221.5) 
We continue to work together as an organization to create and maintain a discrimination, harassment, and retaliation- free 
environment for our students and staff. A discrimination-free school environment is based on each student's self-respect, as well 
as their respect for others with whom they come in contact during the course of their school day. It is our goal to have an 
environment where each student feels safe and protected; in order to accomplish this, we need everyone's participation. We want 
our students to be able to focus on the positive aspects of learning. 
 
All members of the school community--students, faculty, classified staff, and administration--are protected status. The district 
has a discrimination and harassment policy, Policy 5145.7 (Appendix C) and complaint procedure for students which was 
developed to provide information and guidelines regarding the law and the proper procedure for addressing inappropriate conduct 
directed toward our students by their peers or staff.  Copies of the policy and procedure are available by contacting your school 
principal, or by contacting the TUESD Superintendent, Human Resources at (530) 538-2900. We review our practices to insure 
all students understand discrimination and harassment, can recognize it and respond appropriately should it occur. If you have 
any suggestions as to how we can better protect our students from discrimination and harassment, please contact the 
Superintendent, Human Resources at (530) 538-2900. 
 
Where we as staff have the opportunity to speak with your student about the process for notifying us when they have a problem, 



 

28  Rev. 08.2024 

you as the parent/guardian will be aware of changes to their normal patterns of behavior and can intervene more quickly. Let 
your student know, if they do not feel they can handle a situation where they feel they are being harassed, they have the support 
of both parents and the school to get it resolved. If you feel that your student is being treated in a sexually harassing, 
discriminatory, or retaliatory manner, please contact your school principal or the Superintendent, Human Resources for 
assistance. You are encouraged to take immediate action so the situation can be resolved as quickly as possible to lessen the 
negative effects on all involved. 
 
For information regarding the manner in which complaints of discrimination and harassment may be filed externally and the 
appropriate timeframe in which to file a complaint, you may also contact the Office for Civil Rights. 
 
We take matters of discrimination and harassment in our schools seriously. It is our expectation that you will also take it seriously 
and will assist us when interacting with your student. We can achieve our goal of a discrimination and harassment-free learning 
environment by working together. 
 
HATE BEHAVIOR AND HATE CRIMES (Cal. Educ. Code §§233, 233.5) 
It is the intent of the Thermalito Union Elementary School District to promote harmonious human relationships that enable 
students to gain a true understanding of the rights and responsibilities of people in our society. The governing board affirms the 
right for all students, staff, and parents and guardians to be free from hate crimes and behaviors, abusive statements, or any 
activity which degrades the unique qualities of an individual, such as race, ethnicity, religion, culture, heritage, actual or perceived 
sexual orientation, gender, physical or mental ability or appearance. Such verbal or physical acts are inflammatory to those 
victimized by such acts, jeopardize the safety of students and staff, are damaging to one’s self-esteem, and will not be tolerated 
within our schools. 
 
NONDISCRIMINATION: RIGHT TO EDUCATION (Cal. Educ. Code §221.5, Section 504) 
The TUESD Board of Education is committed to providing equal opportunity for all individuals in education and in employment 
and does not discriminate on the basis of ethnic group classification, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender, race, ancestry, 
national origin, color, or physical or mental disability, or any other unlawful consideration. 
 
The Nondiscrimination Policy Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 prohibits discrimination against persons with a 
disability in any program. 
 
In order to fulfill its obligation under Section 504, Thermalito Union Elementary School District recognizes a responsibility to 
avoid discrimination in policies and practices regarding its personnel and students. No discrimination against any person with a 
disability will knowingly be permitted in any of the programs or practices in the school system. 
 
Thermalito Union Elementary School District has specific responsibilities under the Act, which include the responsibility to 
identify, evaluate, and if the student is determined to be eligible under Section 504, to afford access to appropriate educational 
services. 
 
If the parent or guardian disagrees with the determination made by the professional staff of the school district, the parent/guardian 
has a right to an informal mediation and/or a hearing with an impartial hearing officer. If there are questions, please contact: 
Gregory Blake, Superintendent, Thermalito Union Elementary School District, 400 Grand Avenue, Oroville, CA 95965, (530) 
538-2900. 
 
PROHIBITION OF DISCRIMINATION OR EXCLUSION (TITLE IX) 
Equal opportunities for both sexes in all educational programs and activities run by the District is a commitment made by the 
District to all students. (Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972) (34 C.F.R. § 106.8) The District does not discriminate, 
including in admission and employment, on the basis of sex in any education programs or activities operated by the District, as 
is required by Title IX. Inquiries on all matters, including complaints, regarding the implementation of Title IX in the District 
may be referred to the District official listed below at the following address and telephone: Rochelle Simmons, Principal, 400 
Grand Avenue, Oroville, CA 95965, (530) 538-2900. 
 
 
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION FOR ANY INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY (Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), Rehabilitation Act of 1973) 
Any individual with a disability who requires reasonable accommodation to attend or participate in a meeting or function of the 
Thermalito Union Elementary School District may request assistance by contacting the principal of the applicable school or the 
District Office at 400 Grand Avenue, Oroville, CA 95965, Telephone (530) 538-2900, Fax (530) 538-2909. 
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HOMELESS EDUCATION ASSISTANCE ACT (MC KINNEY-VENTO (44 U.S.C. §11431, et seq.) 
If your family lives in any of the following situations: 
 
a. in a shelter, motel, vehicle, or campground, 

 
b. on the street, 

 
c. in an abandoned building, trailer, or other inadequate accommodations, or; 

 
d. doubled up with friends or relatives because you cannot find or afford housing 
 
your preschool-aged and school-aged students have certain rights or protections under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education 
Assistance Act. 
 
If your family is homeless as defined above, your students have the right to: 
 
• Go to school, no matter where you live or how long you have lived there. They must be given access to the same public 

education, including preschool education provided to other students. 
 

• Continue in the school they attended before you became homeless or the school they last attended, if that is your choice 
and it is feasible. If a school sends your student to a school other than the one you request, the school must provide you 
with a written explanation and offer you the right to appeal the decision. 
 

• Receive transportation to the school they attended before your family became homeless or the school they last attended, 
if you or a guardian requests such transportation. 
 

• Attend a school and participate in school programs with students who are not homeless. Students cannot be separated from 
the regular school program because they are homeless. 
 

• Enroll in school without giving a permanent address. Schools cannot require proof of residency that might prevent or delay 
school enrollment. 
 

• Enroll and attend classes while the school arranges for the transfer of school and immunization records or any other 
documents required for enrollment. 
 

• Enroll and attend classes in the school of your choice even while the school and you seek to resolve a dispute over enrolling 
your student. 
 

• Receive the same special programs and services, if needed, as provided to all other students served in these programs. 
 

• Receive transportation to school and to school programs. 
 
If your family is homeless as defined above, when you move, you should do the following: 
 

a. Contact the school district’s local liaison for homeless education (see phone number below) for help in enrolling your 
student in a new school or arranging for your student to continue in their former school. (Or, someone at a shelter, social 
services office, or the school can direct you to the person you need to contact.) 
 

b. Contact the school and provide any information you think will assist the teachers in helping your student adjust to new 
circumstances. 
 

c. Ask the shelter provider or a social worker for assistance with clothing and supplies, if needed. Local Area Contact: Lisa 
Shaw, Director of Student Services, 400 Grand Avenue, Oroville, CA 95965, (530) 538-2900. 

 
RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES (Cal. Educ. Code §46014) 
Students may be excused, with written permission from a parent or guardian, in order to participate in religious exercises or 
receive moral and religious instruction away from school property.  No student shall be excused from school for such purpose 
on more than four days per school month. (Ed. Code, § 46014) 
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STUDENT RECORDS AND RELEASE OF STUDENT DIRECTORY INFORMATION (Cal. Educ. Code 
§§49060-49708; 20 U.S.C. §1239g, et seq.; Title 24 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 99, et seq.) 
Each school maintains student records (permanent, interim and permitted). Most records are under the supervision of the school 
principal and are located at the school; however, some psychological records are under the supervision of the School Psychologist 
and are located at the District Office. 
 
If you (the legal custodial parent or legal guardian) disagree with the content of your student's records, you may question the 
content of those records and request that the school principal and/or the Superintendent authorize requested modifications. 
 
You are notified that the following specific information is available in Administrative Regulation 5125, Student Records, 
available at your school or the District Office: 
 
a. The types of personally identifiable information that the District has designated as directory information. 
 
b. A parent/guardian’s or eligible student’s right to refuse to let the District designate any or all of those types of information 

about the student as directory information. 
 
c. The period of time within which a parent/guardian or eligible student must notify the District in writing that they do not 

want any or all of those types of information about the student designated as directory information. 
 
d. Types of student records and information contained therein which are directly related to students and maintained by the 

District. 
 
e. The position of the District official/employee responsible for the maintenance of each type of record. 
 
f. The location of the log or record required to be maintained for student records. 
 
g. The policies of the District for reviewing and expunging student records. 
 
h. The right of the parent to access of student records. 
 
i. The procedures for challenging the content of student records. 
 
j. The categories of information which the District has designated as “Directory Information.” 
 
k. The right of the parent to file a complaint with the United States Department of Health, Education and Welfare concerning 

an alleged failure by the District to comply with any state/federal provisions. 
 
Access to students' records is supervised by the school principal and/or Director of Special Projects. Individuals having access 
to student records are natural parents, adoptive parents or legal guardians, Thermalito Union Elementary School District 
employees as directed by school officials, officials of other public schools or school systems, authorized representatives of 
selected government offices where such information is necessary pursuant to federal or state law, parents of a student 18 years 
of age or older who is a dependent, or a student 16 years of age or older who has completed the tenth grade. Upon request, copies 
of student records will be made available to persons having access to those records according to adopted district procedures. 
 
Directory Information is specific identifying data about a student designated by the District as that which can be shared with 
others without parental consent. Directory Information means information contained in an education record of a student that 
would not generally be considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if disclosed. Such student information includes: 
 
1. name, 
2. address, 
3. telephone number, 
4. dates of attendance, 
5. current school of attendance. 
 
Directory Information may be released at the discretion of the school principal to the PTA, recruiting officers for the Armed 
Services, employers, prospective employers, or representatives of the news media. Federal law requires the District to provide 
military recruiters, upon request, with three Directory Information categories – names, addresses and telephone listings – unless 
parents/guardians or students have advised the District that they do not want their student’s information so disclosed by notifying 
the school principal in writing by the end of the third week of the school year. The District retains the right to deny the release 
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of Directory Information if such denial is considered in the best interest of the student. 
 
The District or school may release Directory Information as to former students unless the District receives a written request from 
the former student prohibiting the release of that information. 
 
The District may release student records via subpoena to law enforcement officials, the Butte County District Attorney, Butte 
County welfare fraud investigators or any prosecuting agency, Butte County Probation Department, and Butte County Children’s 
Services. 
 
The Board of Education believes that personal information concerning students and their families should be kept private in 
accordance with the law. See Board Policy 5022, Student and Family Privacy Rights. 
 
TESTING OVERVIEW OF STATE TESTING 
Assessing student learning tells us whether teaching is having the intended effect. Testing at the local and state levels provide a 
snapshot in time of student knowledge and skills and provides information to help inform decisions to support student learning. 
In California, the primary goal of the statewide testing program is to better prepare all students for college and careers in the 
twenty-first century. The state testing system has several components which are described below. The core of the state testing 
system is known as the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP). Spring 2015 was the first year 
of student CAASPP results. The CAASPP system is based on the state’s California State Standards for English–language arts 
(ELA)/Literacy, mathematics and science. 
 
Computer-based assessments administered annually in the areas of English Language Arts, Mathematics, were developed through 
the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium, and form the cornerstone for CAASPP. Computer- based science tests are also 
administered annually. Standardized science tests are also administered annually. CAASPP Program results provide information 
about each student’s progress that is used to help parents, guardians, and teachers work together to improve student learning. 
Schools will use results to help make decisions about how best to support student achievement. Results also can be used along 
with other available data to assist in identifying students for intervention or enrichment programs. Test results, however, should 
never be used as the only source of information to make important decisions about a student’s education. 
 
The district strongly encourages all students at the applicable grade levels to participate in the state assessments in order to 
maximize the usefulness of the data. 
 
Parents may submit a written exemption request to the school Principal for certain state tests. Exemption requests must be made 
in writing and use the district form available from school principals. 
 
The California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) System consists of: 
 
English Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics Summative Assessment 
• Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium Tests (SBAC) 
• Smarter Balanced California Alternate Assessment (CAA) 

 
Science 
• California Science Test (CAST) 
• California Alternate Assessment (CAA) for Science 
 
CAASPP Interim Assessments, Practice Tests and Training Tests may also be administered. 
 
CAASPP Student Score Reports 
Within 20 working days of receiving the student report from the test contractor, the district will mail the student report to the 
student's parents/guardians.  The report shall include a clear explanation of the purpose of the test, the student's score, and its 
intended use by the district.  An individual student's scores shall also be reported to their school and teacher(s) and shall be 
included in their student record. 
 
Understanding CAASPP Student Score Reports 
Resources to help parents or guardians interpret the results may be found at: http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caasppssrinfo.asp 
 

Resource guides for parents and guardians to help understand the CAASPP student score reports may be found at: 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caasppssreports.asp 
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These guides are available in English, Spanish, Armenian (Eastern), Chinese (simplified and traditional), Hmong, Korean, Pilipino 
(Tagalog), Punjabi, Russian, and Vietnamese. 
 
Additionally, Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments Guides, guides for parents and guardians to help interpret the California 
Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) student score report and Smarter Balanced Assessments may be 
found at: 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/sbacparentguides.asp 
 

For questions related to state testing, please contact the Thermalito Union Elementary District Office at (530) 538-2900.

CALIFORNIA STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT SYSTEM 
The following tests will be administered as indicated: 
 
• Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) Online Summative Assessments – These comprehensive 

assessments of grade-level learning measure progress toward college and career readiness in English Language Arts and 
Mathematics in grades 3-8. Exceptions are those students who take the California Alternate Assessment (CAA), or, for 
the English-language Arts test only, English learners who are in their first 12 months of attending a school in the United 
States. The SBAC is given during April and May. 

 
• Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) Interim Assessments – To inform and promote teaching and 

learning by providing information that can be used to monitor student progress toward mastery of state standards, district 
schools may administer English Language Arts and Mathematics Interim assessments in grades 2-8. 

 
• Grade Two Diagnostic Assessments – To ensure that teachers have information about the developing language arts and 

computational skills of their grade two students, the district administers English Language Arts and Math diagnostics 
assessments in grade two. 

 
• California Alternate Assessment (CAA) – For students with significant cognitive disabilities, as determined by IEP 

team; English, science and Math, Grades 3-8. Only eligible students may participate in the administration of the CAAs. 
The CAA is given during the Spring. 

 
• California Science Test (CAST) Summative Assessment Summative Test – Students in grades 5, 8. 
 
• ELPAC English Language Proficiency Assessments for California - The ELPAC is the successor to the California English 

Language Development Test (CELDT). 
 
 State and federal law require that local educational agencies administer a state test of English language proficiency (ELP) 

to eligible students in kindergarten through grade twelve. The California Department of Education (CDE) is transitioned 
from the CELDT to the ELPAC as the state ELP assessment in 2018. The ELPAC is aligned with the 2012 California 
English Language Development Standards. It is be comprised of two separate ELP assessments: one for the initial 
identification of students as English learners (ELs), and a second for the annual summative assessment to measure a 
student’s progress in learning English and to identify the student's level of ELP. 

 
• PFT (Physical Fitness Tests) – Public school students in grades 5 and 7 are required to take the Physical Fitness Test, 

whether or not they are enrolled in a physical education class. Students who are physically unable to take the entire test 
battery are to be given as much of the test as their condition will permit. The PFT provides information that can be used 
by (1) students to assess and plan personal fitness programs; (2) teachers to design the curriculum for physical education 
programs; and (3) parents and guardians to understand their student’s fitness levels. This program also provides results 
that are used to monitor changes in the physical fitness of California students. California law does not provide any 
parent/guardian exemption provision from the PFT. By law, all California schools are required to administer the PFT 
annually to all students in grades 5, 7 and 9. For more information, contact your school administrator. The PFT is given 
February through May. 

 
• DRDP (Desired Results Developmental Profile) – State and federal law require districts to be accountable for assessment 

of pre-school students. Observation data is collected two times per year to measure the student’s progress in learning, social-
emotional, motor skills, and communication. 

 
PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS FOR ALL EMPLOYEES 
The Board of Education expects district employees to maintain the highest ethical standards, exhibit professional behavior, follow 
district policies and regulations, abide by state and federal laws, and exercise good judgment when interacting with students and 



 

33  Rev. 08.2024 

other members of the school community. Employee conduct should enhance the integrity of the district, and advance the goals of 
the district's educational programs, and contribute to a positive school climate. (see Appendix E) 
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Thermalito Union Elementary School District 
Williams Uniform Complaint Procedures 

Notice to Parents, Guardians, Students, and 
Teachers 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT 
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND SCHOOL 

FACILITIES 
 
NOTICE TO PARENTS/GUARDIANS, STUDENTS, AND TEACHERS: 
K-12 COMPLAINT RIGHTS 
 
Parents/Guardians, Students, and Teachers: 
 
Pursuant to Education Code 35186, you are hereby notified that: 

1. There should be sufficient textbooks and instructional materials. That means each student, including an English 
learner, must have a textbook or instructional materials, or both, to use in class and to take home. 
  

2. School facilities must be clean, safe, and maintained in good repair. 
  

3. There should be no teacher vacancies or mis-assignments. There should be a teacher assigned to each class and not a 
series of substitutes or other temporary teachers. The teacher should have the proper credential to teach the class, 
including the certification required to teach English learners, if present. 
 
Misassignment means the placement of a certificated employee in a teaching or services position for which the 
employee does not hold a legally recognized certificate or credential or the placement of a certificated employee in a 
teaching or services position that the employee is not otherwise authorized by statute to hold. 
 
Teacher vacancy means a position to which a single designated certificated employee has not been assigned at the 
beginning of the year for an entire year or, if the position is for a one-semester course, a position to which a single 
designated certificated employee has not been assigned at the beginning of a semester for an entire semester. 

If you choose to file a complaint alleging that any of the above conditions is not being met, your complaint will be addressed 
through the district's Williams uniform complaint procedures as required by law. A complaint form may be obtained at the 
school office or district office, or downloaded from the school or district web site. You may also download a copy of the 
California Department of Education complaint form from the following web site:  http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cp/uc. However, a 
complaint need not be filed using either the district's complaint form or the complaint form from the California Department of 
Education. 
 

This posting is required by state law and district policy.  Do not remove. 
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1.0 The local governing board shall establish and implement a policy on parent and
family engagement. (California Education Code [EC] sections [§§] 11500-11504,
51101[b]; 20 United States Code [U.S.C.] § 6318[a][1], 6318[a][2])

1.1 Thermalito Union Elementary School District (TUESD) has developed a written Title
I parent and family engagement policy with input from parents and family members
of participating children. Input is gathered through family surveys, discussion
forums, and reviewed with the District Parent Advisory Committee, District English
Learner Advisory Committee, and site parent advisory committees.

The District has distributed the policy to parents and family members of children
served under Title I, Part A. The policy is distributed to families through the annual
notification, all-call messages, site newsletters, student-family handbooks, and
posted on the district’s website. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[a][2])

To involve parents and family members in the Title I program at Thermalito Union
Elementary School District, the following practices have been established:

a) TUESD incorporates the parent and family engagement policy into the TUESD
level plan. (20 U.S.C. § 6312, 6318[a][2])

TUESD includes a goal about improving family engagement in the Local Control
and Accountability Plan (LCAP). This goal includes actions, services, and
expenditures addressing family engagement, including meaningful participation
and opportunities to provide input on decisions. Actions and strategies are also
included in the LCAP Federal Addendum.

b) TUESD involves parents and family members in the joint development of the
local educational agency planning efforts and in the process of school review and
improvement. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[a][2][A])

TUESD annually surveys parents and family members to gather feedback about
what is working and areas of improvement around the LCAP, the LCAP Federal
Addendum, as well as school goals and actions. Stakeholder feedback is also
gathered at school meetings, district and school parent advisory committee
meetings, School Site Council meetings, and through other means. The
information gathered is used to revise the district’s LCAP, the LCAP Federal
Addendum, and the sites’ School Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA).

c) TUESD provides coordination, technical assistance, and other support necessary
to assist and build the capacity of all participating schools within the TUESD in
planning and implementing effective parent and family involvement activities to
improve student academic achievement and school performance. (20 U.S.C. §
6318[a][2][B])
District staff work collaboratively with site administrators to plan and implement
parent and family engagement activities. School activities include Pastries with
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the Principal, Literacy/Math nights, parent information nights and workshops, and
family events. Activities for each site are described in the school’s parent and
family engagement policy, school-parent compact, and are included in the School
Plan for Student Achievement.

d) TUESD coordinates and integrates Title I, Part A parent and family engagement
strategies with parent and family engagement strategies, to the extent feasible
and appropriate, with other relevant Federal, State, and local laws and programs.
(20 U.S.C. § 6318[a][2][C])
Parent and family engagement activities for all programs, including State
Preschool, English Learners, and Special Education, are coordinated with those
offered through Title I, Part A.

e) TUESD conducts, with the meaningful involvement of parents and family
members, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the parent
and family engagement policy in improving the academic quality of the schools
served under Title I, Part A. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[a][2][D])

The district annually gathers input and feedback from stakeholders through the
LCAP survey, discussion forums, as well as site and district advisory committees
to evaluate the effectiveness of the parent and family engagement policy.

TUESD identifies the following:
1. Barriers to greater participation by parents in activities authorized by this

section (with particular attention to parents who are economically
disadvantaged, are disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited
literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority background). (20 U.S.C. §
6318[a][2][D][i])
The district annually gathers input and feedback from stakeholders through
the LCAP survey, discussion forums, as well as site and district advisory
committees to evaluate the effectiveness of the parent and family
engagement policy. Barriers are identified through this process and actions
are put in to address the needs of families, such as holding meetings at
different sites, providing child care, and ensuring information is provided in a
language and format easily understood by families. Barriers identified were
the need for child care during meetings, a later start time for working parents,
and the difficulty for working parents to even attend school or district
meetings.

2. The needs of parents and family members so that they may assist with the
learning of their children, including engaging with school personnel and
teachers. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[a][2][D][ii])
Utilizing the Family Engagement Framework: A Tool for California Districts as
a resource, workshops are offered, and information is provided, to families to
support them with strategies to engage with the school. Strategies include
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questions to ask during parent conferences, how to contact their child’s
teacher, and assistance with completing school forms.

3. Strategies to support successful school and family interactions. (20 U.S.C. §
6318[a][2][D][iii])
Each school develops a site parent and family engagement policy and
school-parent compact designed to meet the needs of their families. Schools
host family information nights, such as Math or Literacy Night, informal
meetings with the principal, and other opportunities for families to engage with
the staff. The compact describes how families and school staff share the
responsibility for improving student achievement and how the school and
families will collaborate to assist students to achieve the state academic
standards.

f) TUESD uses the findings of such evaluation in subparagraph (e) to design
evidence-based strategies for more effective parental involvement, and to revise,
if necessary, the parent and family engagement policy. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[a][2][E]
The results of the evaluation are used to design evidence-based strategies to
improve family engagement, and revise the parent and family engagement policy,
as needed.

g) TUESD involves parents in activities of schools served under Title I, Part A to
adequately represent the needs of the population served by such agency for the
purposes of developing, revising, and reviewing the parent and family
engagement policy. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[a][2][F])
Each school designates family members to serve on the District Parent Advisory
Committee (DPAC) and District English Learners Advisory Committee (DELAC).
These committees review the results of the annual evaluation and input from
stakeholders and using this information to develop, revise, and review the parent
and family engagement policy.

1.2 The TUESD policy on parent and family engagement for all schools (including Title I
and non-Title I) in the district shall be consistent with the goals and purposes listed
below. (EC §§ 11502, 11504, 11506)

a) Engage parents positively in their children’s education by helping parents to
develop skills to use at home that support their children’s academic efforts at
school and their children’s development as responsible future members of our
society. (EC § 11502[a])
All schools develop site parent and family engagement plans and school-parent
compacts to address the needs of parents at their school. Each school offers
parent and family engagement activities to assist families with supporting
learning at home. Information and resources are shared with families at parent
information nights, Books with Breakfast, Literacy and Math nights,
parent-teacher conferences, parent workshops, as well as on the website and
materials sent home.
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b) Inform parents and family members that they can directly affect the success of
their children’s learning, by providing parents with techniques and strategies that
they may utilize to improve their children’s academic success and to assist their
children in learning at home. (EC § 11502[b])

Information and resources are provided to parents on strategies to assist their
children’s learning at home through parent meetings and family nights.

c) Build consistent and effective communication between the home and the school
so that parents may know when and how to assist their children in support of
classroom learning activities. (EC § 11502[c])

Each school publishes a monthly newsletter to assist with home-school
communication as well as connect families to additional resources both at the
school and in the community. Information about the effectiveness of
communication at each site is contained in the annual LCAP survey and used to
improve services annually. In addition, school sites utilize all call messages to
facilitate home-school communication.

d) Train teachers and administrators to communicate effectively with parents. (EC §
11502[d])
Utilizing the Family Engagement Framework: A Tool for California Districts, the
Site Principals provide resources, information, workshops, and training to
teachers on evidence-based strategies for effectively communicating with
families.

e) Integrate parent involvement programs into the school’s master plan for
academic accountability. (EC § 11502[e])
Each site annually develops a School Plan for Student Achievement which
include goals, actions, strategies, and expenditures for family engagement in
addition to goals to improve academic achievement and the learning environment

1.3 The LEA receiving more than $500,000 in Title I, Part A funds reserves at least one
percent of its allocation to carry out parent and family engagement activities. (20
U.S.C. § 6318[a][3][A])
The district reserves at least one percent of the Title I, Part A allocation to support
district-wide family engagement activities. Family engagement activities are
included in the district’s LCAP and the LCAP Federal Addendum. District level staff
are also in place to support family engagement.

1.4 Parents and family members of children receiving Title I, Part A services are
involved in the decisions regarding how funds reserved are allotted for parental
involvement activities. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[a][3][B])
Each school designates family members to serve on the District Parent Advisory
Committee for LCAP and District English Learner Advisory Committee (DELAC).
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These committees review input gathered from stakeholders about family
engagement activities. This information is used to annually update the LCAP and
the LCAP Federal Addendum, including the actions and services for family
engagement.

1.5 Not less than 90 percent of the funds reserved are distributed to schools served
with priority given to high-need schools. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[a][3][C])
TUESD distributes at least 90 percent of the Title I, Part A funds to schools based
on a funding formula.

1.6 Funds reserved by TUESD are used to carry out activities and strategies consistent
with the district’s parent and family engagement policy, including not less than one
of the following: (20 U.S.C. § 6318[a][3][D])

a) Supporting schools and nonprofit organizations in providing professional
development for district and school personnel regarding parent and family
engagement strategies. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[a][3][D][i])

b) Supporting programs that reach parents and family members at home, in the
community, and at school. (20 U.S.C. § 6318[a][3][D][ii])

c) Disseminating information on best practices focused on parent and family
engagement, especially best practices for increasing the engagement of
economically disadvantaged parents and family members. (20 U.S.C. §
6318[a][3][D][iii])

d) Collaborating, or providing sub-grants to schools to enable such schools to
collaborate, with community-based or other organizations or employers with a
record of success in improving and increasing parent and family engagement.
(20 U.S.C. § 6318[a][3][D][iv])

e) Engaging in any other activities and strategies that TUESD determines are
appropriate and consistent with the parent and family engagement policy. (20
U.S.C. § 6318[a][3][D][v])

Funds reserved by the district for family engagement activities are used to
support the activities and strategies addressed in this policy.
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Thermalito Union Elementary School District 
504: Annual Notice to Parents and Individuals 

with Disabilities 
 

Programs for Students with Disabilities under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and 
the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act prohibits 
discrimination against persons with a disability in any program receiving federal financial 
assistance. Section 504 defines a person with a disability as anyone who: 

1. has a mental or physical impairment which substantially limits one or more major life 
activities such as caring for oneself, performing manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, 
speaking, breathing, learning, working, sleeping, standing, lifting, reading, 
concentrating, thinking, communicating, helping, eating, bending, or operation of a 
bodily function; 

2. Has a record of such impairment; or 
3. Is regarded as having such an impairment. 

 
The Thermalito Union Elementary School district has the responsibility to provide 
accommodations and services to eligible individuals with disabilities. The Thermalito Union 
Elementary School district acknowledges its responsibility under Section 504 to avoid 
discrimination in policies and practices regarding its personnel and students. No discrimination 
against any person with a disability shall knowingly be permitted in any program or practice in 
the school. 
 
If you have questions about Section 504, please contact your child’s school principal: 
 
Bill Harrington, Principal Poplar Avenue Elementary, (530)538-2910; bharrington@thermalito.org 
Rochelle Simmons, Principal Plumas Avenue Elementary, (530)538-2930; rsimmons@thermalito.org 
Andrew Reid, Principal Sierra Avenue Elementary, (530)538-2920; areid@thermalito.org 
Greg Kitchen, Principal Nelson Avenue Middle School, (530)538-2940; gkitchen@thermalito.org 
Tammy Duggan, Principal Siskiyou Avenue Elementary, (530) 538-2950; tduggan@thermalito.org 
 
Lisa Shaw, Director of Student Services has been appointed as the Section 504 Coordinator, 
(530) 538-8833 or lshaw@thermalito.org. 
 
 



 

Thermalito Union Elementary School District 
 

Uniform Complaints Procedures Notice 
 

For students, employees, parents/guardians, school and district advisory 
committee members, private school officials, and other interested parties 

The Thermalito Union Elementary School District annually notifies our students, employees, 
parents or guardians of its students, the district advisory committee, school advisory 
committees, appropriate private school officials, and other interested parties of the Uniform 
Complaint Procedures (UCP) process. 
The Thermalito Union Elementary School District is primarily responsible for compliance with 
federal and state laws and regulations, including those related to unlawful discrimination, 
harassment, intimidation or bullying against any protected group, and all programs and activities 
that are subject to the UCP. 

Programs and Activities Subject to the UCP 
 Accommodations for Pregnant and Parenting Pupils  
 Adult Education  
 After School Education and Safety  
 Agricultural Career Technical Education  
 Career Technical and Technical Education, Career Technical, Technical Training (state)  
 Career Technical Education (federal)  
 Child Care and Development 
 Compensatory Education  
 Course Periods without Educational Content  
 Education of Pupils in Foster Care, Pupils who are Homeless, former Juvenile Court Pupils 

now enrolled in a school district and Children of Military Families 
 Every Student Succeeds Act 
 Local Control and Accountability Plans (LCAP) 
 Migrant Education  
 Physical Education Instructional Minutes  
 Pupil Fees  
 Reasonable Accommodations to a Lactating Pupil 
 Regional Occupational Centers and Programs  
 School Plans For Student Achievement  
 School Safety Plans  
 School site Councils  
 State Preschool  
 State Preschool Health And Safety Issues In LEAs Exempt From Licensing  

Pupil Fees 
A pupil fee includes, but is not limited to, all of the following: 



A fee charged to a pupil as a condition for registering for school or classes, or as a condition for 
participation in a class or an extracurricular activity, regardless of whether the class or activity is 
elective or compulsory, or is for credit. 
A security deposit, or other payment, that a pupil is required to make to obtain a lock, locker, 
book, class apparatus, musical instrument, clothes, or other materials or equipment. 
A purchase that a pupil is required to make to obtain materials, supplies, equipment, or clothes 
associated with an educational activity. 
A pupil fees complaint may be filed with the principal of a school or our superintendent or his or 
her designee. A pupil fees and/or an LCAP complaint may be filed anonymously, however, the 
complainant must provide evidence or information leading to evidence to support the complaint. 
A pupil enrolled in a school in our district shall not be required to pay a pupil fee for participation 
in an educational activity. 
A pupil fee complaint shall be filed no later than one year from the date the alleged violation 
occurred.  

Additional Information 
We shall post a standardized notice of the educational rights of pupils in foster care, pupils who 
are homeless, former juvenile court pupils now enrolled in a school district, and pupils in military 
families as specified in Education Code Sections 48645.7, 48853, 48853.5, 49069.5, 51225.1, 
and 51225.2.  This notice shall include complaint process information, as applicable.  
We shall post a notice to identify appropriate subjects of state preschool health and safety 
issues in each California state preschool program classroom in each school notifying parents, 
guardians, pupils, and teachers of (1) the health and safety requirements under Title 5 of the 
California Code of Regulations that apply to California state preschool programs pursuant to 
HSC section 1596.7925 and (2) where to get a form for a state preschool health and safety 
issues complaint.  

Contact Information 
The staff member, position, or unit responsible to receive UCP complaints in our agency is:  
Name and Title: Gregory Blake, Superintendent 
Address:  400 Grand Avenue, Oroville, CA 95965 
Phone:   (530) 538-2900  
Email:   gblake@thermalito.org 
 
Complaints will be investigated and a written report with a Decision will be sent to the 
complainant within sixty (60) days from the receipt of the complaint. This time period may be 
extended by written agreement of the complainant. The person responsible for investigating the 
complaint shall conduct and complete the investigation in accordance with our UCP policies and 
procedures. 
The complainant has a right to appeal our Decision of complaints regarding specific programs 
and activities subject to the UCP, pupil fees and the LCAP to CDE by filing a written appeal 
within 15 days of receiving our Decision. The appeal must be accompanied by a copy of the 
originally-filed complaint and a copy of our Decision. 
We advise any complainant of civil law remedies, including, but not limited to, injunctions, 
restraining orders, or other remedies or orders that may be available under state or federal 
discrimination, harassment, intimidation or bullying laws, if applicable.  
Copies of our Uniform Complaint Procedures process shall be available free of charge. 



 
Thermalito Union Elementary School District 

Cov Txheej Txheem Kev Tsis Txaus Siab Sib Xws 
UCP Ceeb Toom Niaj Xyoos 

 

Qhov Thermalito Union Elementary School District niaj xyoo ceeb toom rau nws cov tub ntxhais kawm, cov neeg ua haujlwm, cov niam 
txiv lossis cov neeg saib xyuas ntawm nws cov tub ntxhais kawm, tsoom saib xyuas kev coj qhia ntawm pawg tsev kawm, tsoom saib 
xyuas kev coj qhia ntawm lub tsev kawm, cov tub coj xwm hauv tsev kawm ntiag tug uas tsim nyog, thiab lwm pawg neeg uas xav paub 
txog ntawm kev lis Cov Txheej Txheem Kev Tsis Txaus Siab Sib Xws (UCP). 
 
Lub Thermalito Union Elementary School District muaj feem xyuam ua ntej tshaj plaws rau kev ua raws cov kev cai lijchoj hauv tsoom 
fwv thiab hauv xeev thiab cov cai qhuab, xam muaj tej uas ntsig txog kev ntxub ntxaug, kev ua phem, kev hawv lossis kev tsim txom 
uas tsis raws cai rau ib pawg neeg uas muaj kev tiv thaiv twg, thiab txhua cov phiaj xwm thiab dej num uas poob rau UCP. 
 
Cov phiaj xwm thiab dej num uas poob rau UCP 

 Cov Chaw So Rau Cov Ntxais Kawm Ntawv Uas Cev Xeeb Tub Thiab Yog Leej Niam 
 Kev Kawm Rau Cov Laus 
 Kev Kawm thiab Kev Nyab Xeeb Tom Qab Lawb Ntawv 
 Kev Kawm Fab Kev Qoob Loo thiab Tsiaj Txhu 
 Kev Kws ntawm Haujlwm thiab Kev Kawm Fab Kev Kws Ua Haujlwm; Kev Kws ntawm Haujlwm; Kev Cob Qhia Fab Kev Kws 

(lub xeev) 
 Kev Kawm Fab Kev Kws Ua Haujlwm (tsoom fwv) 
 Kev Zov Menyuam thiab Kev Txhim Kho 
 Kev Kawm Hloov Chaw 
 Cov Ncua Sij Hawm Hom Kawm uas tsis muaj Ntsiab Lus Kev Kawm 
 Kev Kawm ntawm Cov Menyuam Kawm Ntawv uas nyob rau Kev Pab Saib Xyuas, Cov Menyuam Kawm Ntawv uas Tsis Muaj 

Tsev Nyob, thiab cov Menyuam Kawm Ntawv hauv Tsev Tu Plaub rau Cov Hluas yav tas los uas ziag no raug muab tso npe rau 
hauv ib lub pawg tsev kawm twg lawm thiab Cov Me Nyuam ntawm Cov Tsev Neeg Ua Tusb Rog 

 Tsab Cai Ua Kom Txhua Tus Tub Ntxhais Kawm Ua Tau 
 Cov Kev Npaj Rau Kev Tswj Tuav thiab Kev Lees Feem Xyuam hauv Cheeb Tsam Ze (LCAP, Local Control and Accountability 

Plans) 
 Kev Kawm Ntawm Neeg Thoj Nam 
 Cov Lus Tuav Cia Fab Kev Qhia Ntawv Ntawm Kev Kawm Ntsig Txog Lub Cev 
 Nqi Menyuam Kawm Ntawv 
 Kev Pab Ua Kom Yooj Yim Yam Muaj Laj Thawj rau Tus Menyuam Tseem Noj Mis 
 Cov Chaw thiab Phiaj Xwm Haujlwm Hauv Cheeb Tsam 
 Phiaj Xwm Tsev Kawm Ntawv Rau Cov Tub Ntxhais Kawm Tiav 
 Cov Kev Npaj Ua Fab Kev Nyab Xeeb hauv Tsev Kawm 
 Rooj Tsav Xwm Saib Laj Hauj Lwm 
 Tsev Kawm Ua Ntej Ntu Pib Hauv Xeev 
 Cov Teeb Meem Kev Noj Qab Haus Huv Hauv Tsev Kawm NTawv Ua Ntej Hnub Nyoog Hauv Xeev hauv LEAs Tshwj Tsis Yog 

Los Ntawm Kev Tso Cai 

(Kab lus xaiv) Cov khoos kas thiab kev ua si ub no yuav nce rau UCP uas tus Thermalito Union Elementary School District qhov kev siv 
uas yog: 
 
Cov Nqi Menyuam Kawm Ntawv 
 
Nqi menyuam kawm ntawv xam muaj tag nrho cov txuas ntxiv mus no: 
 
Tus nqi uas sau rau tus menyuam kawm ntawv tam li ib qho rau kev tso npe nkag, lossis tam li ib qho rau kev nkag koom rau hauv 
chav kawm lossis ib qho dejnum hom kawm ntxiv, tsis hais txog qhov hais tias chav kawm lossis qhov dejnum yog yam xaiv tau lossis 
quab yuam, lossis kawm yuav qhab nia. 
 
Qhov kev tso cia ntawm kev ruaj ntseg, lossis lwm yam kev them nqi, uas tus menyuam kawm ntawv yuav tau ua kom tau txais lub 
nruas phoo, chaw xauv khoom, phau ntawv, khoom siv hauv chav kawm, cuab yeej yas suab, khaub ncaws, lossis lwm yam khoom. 

Qhov kev muas khoom uas tus menyuam kawm ntawv yuav tsum tau ua kom tau txais khoom, khoom siv, cuab yeej, lossis khaub 
ncaws uas cuam tshuam nrog ib qho dejnum kev kawm twg. 
 



 

Rev 02.2023 

Kev tsis txaus siab txog nqi menyuam kawm ntawv kuj yuav tuaj yeem muab foob mus rau tus thawj xib fwb ntawm lub tsev kawm 
lossis peb tus lwm thawj saib xyuas lossis nws tus neeg sawv cev. Kev tsis txaus siab txog nqi menyuam kawm ntawv thiab/lossis 
LCAP kuj tuaj yeem muab foob yam tsis pub paub txog tus neeg foob, tab sis tus neeg tsis txaus siab yuav tsum muab pov thawj lossis 
xov xwm uas yuav mus pab txhawb rau qhov kev tsis txaus siab ntawd. 
 
Ib tug menyuam kawm ntawv twg uas tso npe nkag rau hauv peb lub pawg tsev kawm yuav tsum tau them tus nqi menyuam kawm 
ntawv txhawm rau kev koom rau hauv ib qho dej num kev kawm twg. 
 
Qhov kev tsis txaus siab txog nqi menyuam kawm ntawv yuav muab xa tsis dhau ib xyoos tom qab suav txij hnub uas muaj qhov kev 
ua txhaum tshwm sim.  
 
Cov Xwm Qhia Ntxiav 
 
Peb yuav tshaj tawm ib tsab ceeb toom raws qauv txog ntawm cov kev muaj cai fab kev kawm ntawm cov menyuam kawm ntawv uas 
nyob rau kev pab saib xyuas, cov menyuam kawm ntawv uas tsis muaj tsev nyob thiab cov menyuam kawm ntawv hauv tsev tu plaub 
rau cov hluas yav tas los uas ziag no raug muab tso npe rau hauv ib lub pawg tsev kawm twg lawm raws li tau taw qhia rau hauv EC 
Tshooj 48853, 48853.5, 49069.5, 51225.1, thiab 51225.2.  Tsab ceeb toom no yuav xam muaj xov xwm kev lis txog kev tsis txaus siab, 
raws li qhov siv tau.  

Peb yuav ib tsab xa ntawv ceeb toom qhia cov ncauj lus tseem ceeb ntawm cov teeb meem kev noj qab haus huv thiab kev nyab xeeb 
hauv txhua qhov phiaj xwm hauv chav kawm ntawv me nyuam yaus hauv xeev California rau hauv txhua cov ntawv ceeb rau cov niam 
txiav, cov neeg saib xyuas, tus neeg tus menyuam, cov menyuam kawm ntawv thiab cov xib fwb ntawm (1) cov cai kev noj qab haus 
huv thiab kev nyab xeeb raws li Lub Ncauj Lug 5 ntawm California Cov Kev Cai (California Code of Regulations) uas siv rau California 
kev pab cuam rau cov menyuam kawm ntawv raws li HSC tshooj 1596.7925 thiab (2) yog qhov chaw thov daim qauv ntawv rau kev 
txaus siab txog kev noj qab haus huv txog kev nyab xeeb hauv lub tsev kawm ntawv menyuam yas hauv xeev. 

Cov Kev Tiv Tauj 

Neeg koom xeeb ntawm neeg ua haujlwm, lub luag haujlwm, lossis feem xyuam haujlwm los mus txais cov kev tsis txaus siab ntawm 
UCP hauv peb lub koom haum yog: 

Cov neeg ua haujlwm hauv LEA yuav ua kom tiav ntu txuas ntxiv nrog tus neeg lossis lub chaw ua haujlwm hauv LEA uas cov kev tsis 
txaus siab UCP tau muab xa thiab tshawb xyuas. 

SIV COV NTAUB NTAWV KOM ZOO IB YAM LIS UCP COV CAI THIAB TXHEEJ TXHEEM NTAUB NTAWV 

Name and Title: Gregory Blake, Superintendent 
Address: 400 Grand Avenue, Oroville, CA 95965 
Phone:  (530) 538-2900  
Email:  gblake@thermalito.org 
 

Cov kev tsis txaus siab yuav raug muab tshuaj xyuas thiab yuav xav ib tsab ntawv tshaj qhia nrog kev txiav txim mus rau tus neeg tsis 
txaus siab tsis dhau rau caum (60) hnub suav txij hnub uas tau txais qhov kev tsis txaus siab ntawd. Lub ncua sij hawm no tej zaum kuj 
yuav raug muab ncua mus ntxiv los ntawm kev pom zoo uas muaj ntaub muaj ntawv zias ntawm tus neeg uas tsis txaus siab. Tus neeg 
uas muaj feem xyuam rau kev tshuaj ntsuam qhov kev tsis txaus siab yuav tau nqis tes ua thiab ua kom tiav qhov kev tshuaj ntsuam 
raws peb cov cai tswj thiab cov txheej txheem ntawm UCP. 
 
Tus neeg tsis txaus siab muaj cai los mus thov rov hais dua peb qhov kev txiav txim siab ntawm cov kev tsis txaus siab hais txog cov 
phiaj xwm thiab dej num tsi ntsees uas poob rau UCP, cov nqi menyuam kawm ntawv thiab LCAP rau Rooj Tsav Xwm Saib Xyuas Kev 
Kawm hauv California (CDE) los ntawm kev xav ntawv thov rov hais dua tsis dhau 15 hnub tom qab uas tau txais peb qhov kev txiav 
txim. Qhov kev thov rov hais dua yuav tsum muaj daim luam qauv ntawm kev tsis txaus siab uas xa thaum xub thiab daim luam qauv 
ntawm peb qhov kev txiav txim. 
 
Peb qhia rau txhua tus neeg uas muaj kev tsis txaus siab txog ntawm cov kev kho kom muaj kev haum xeeb raws cai lijchoj, uas xam 
muaj cov kev ceev tseg ntawm tsev tu plaub, cov ntawv txib tuav cia, lossis lwm yam kev kho kom haum xeeb lossis cov ntawv txib uas 
ntxim yuav muaj uas yog ua raws cov cai lijchoj hauv xeev lossis hauv tsoom fwv hais txog kev ntxub ntxaug, kev ua phem, kev hawv 
lossis kev tsim txom, yog tias siv tau.  
Cov luam qauv ntawm peb txoj kev lis Cov Txheej Txheem Kev Tsis Txaus Siab Sib Xws yuav muaj pub dawb rau sawv daws. 
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y76434z{64758�67�|{}2568~��{}�4{58

�X�XSI�VI_MKKMK_�TZ�IJUS�LUSTTQ�WIJ\̂�XSI�YP]I\MKXIKNIKX�T\�NILM_KII�LSJQQ�KTXMZW�]J\IKXL(_PJ\NMJKL�TZ�XSI�T]XMTKL
JOJMQJVQI�XT�LXPNIKXL�RST�KIIN�XT�XJwI�]\ILU\MVIN�HINMUJXMTK�NP\MK_�XSI�LUSTTQ�NJW�JKN�XSI�\M_SXL�JKN
\IL]TKLMVMQMXMIL�TZ�]J\IKXL(_PJ\NMJKL�\I_J\NMK_�XSTLI�T]XMTKL̀��a"NPUJXMTK�[TNI�/b/�&f

�K�JNNMXMTK̂�XSI�YP]I\MKXIKNIKX�T\�NILM_KII�LSJQQ�MKZT\H�XSI�]J\IKXL(_PJ\NMJKL�TZ�JKW�LXPNIKX�TK�J�UTKXMKPMK_
HINMUJXMTK�\I_MHIK�ZT\�J�KTKI]MLTNMU�UTKNMXMTK�TZ�XSI�ZTQQTRMK_�\ImPM\IHIKXL���a"NPUJXMTK�[TNI�/b/�&f

'̀�!SI�]J\IKX(_PJ\NMJK�ML�\ImPM\IN�XT�MKZT\H�XSI�LUSTTQ�KP\LI�T\�TXSI\�NILM_KJXIN�IH]QTWII�TZ�XSI�HINMUJXMTK
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THE FACTS ABOUT 

FENTANYL 
FENTANYL FACTS

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid that is up 

to 50 times stronger than heroin and 

100 times stronger than morphine. It is 

a major contributor to fatal and nonfatal 

overdoses in the U.S.1 

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid that is up to 

50x 100x 
stronger than heroin stronger than morphine 

There are two types of fentanyl: pharmaceutical fentanyl and illicitly manufactured fentanyl. Both are 

considered synthetic opioids. Pharmaceutical fentanyl is prescribed by doctors to treat severe pain, 

especially after surgery and for advanced-stage cancer. However, most recent cases of fentanyl-

related overdose are linked to illicitly manufactured fentanyl, which is distributed through illegal drug 

markets for its heroin-like effect. It is often added to other drugs because of its extreme potency, 

which makes drugs cheaper, more powerful, more addictive, and more dangerous. 

ILLICITLY MANUFACTURED FENTANYL 
Illicitly manufactured fentanyl (IMF) is available on the drug market in different forms, including liquid 

and powder1. Fentanyl-laced drugs are extremely dangerous, and many people may be unaware that 

their drugs are laced with fentanyl. 

Powdered fentanyl  looks just like 

many other drugs. It is commonly 

mixed with drugs like heroin, cocaine,

and methamphetamine and made into 

pills that are made to resemble other 

prescription opioids.

Street Names for Fentanyl 

- Apache 

- Dance Fever 

- Friend 

- Goodfellas

- Jackpot 

- Murder  8

- Tango & Cash1

In its liquid form, IMF can be found 

in nasal sprays, eye drops, or dropped 

onto paper like small candies. 

drugs do not come with 

an ingredients list. 

many contain deadly 

doses of fentanyl. 



FENTANYL AND OVERDOSE
Fentanyl and other synthetic opioids are the most common drugs involved in overdose deaths.1 Even in 

small doses, it can be deadly. 

Over 150 people die every day from overdoses 
related to synthetic opioids like fentanyl.2 

Drugs may contain deadly levels of fentanyl, and you wouldn’t be able to see it, taste it, or smell it. It is 

nearly impossible to tell if drugs have been laced with fentanyl unless you test your drugs with fentanyl 

testing strips. Testing strips are inexpensive, typically give results within 5 minutes, and can be the 

difference between life or death. Even if the test is negative, caution should be taken as test strips might 

not detect more potent fentanyl-like drugs, like carfentanil.3 

SIGNS OF OVERDOSE 
Recognizing the signs of opioid overdose can save a life. Here are some things 

to look for: 

- Small, constricted “pinpoint pupils” 

- Falling asleep or losing consciousness 

- Slow, weak, or no breathing 

- Choking or gurgling sounds 

- Limp body 

- Cold, clammy, and/or discolored skin 

WHAT TO  DO IF YOU THINK SOMEONE IS OVERDOSING
It may be hard to tell whether a person is high or experiencing an overdose. If you aren’t sure, it’s best 

to treat the situation like an overdose—you could save a life. 

1
Call 911 

immediately.* 

2
Administer 

naloxone,** 

if available. 

3 
Try to keep the 

person awake 

and breathing. 

4 
Lay  the person 

on their side to 

prevent choking. 

5
Stay with them 

until emergency 

workers arrive. 

1. Wilson N, Kariisa M, Seth P, Smith H 4th, Davis NL. Drug and opioid-involved overdose deaths—United States, 2017–2018. MMWR Morb 
Mortal Wkly Rep 2020;69:290–7. 10.15585/mmwr.mm6911a4 

2. 
data (available from: https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm). 

3. Bergh, Marianne Skov-Skov et al. “Selectivity and sensitivity of urine fentanyl test strips to detect fentanyl analogues in illicit drugs.” 
The International journal on drug policy vol. 90 (2021): https://doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2020.103065

*   Most states have laws that may protect a person who is overdosing or the person who called for help from legal trouble. 
** Naloxone is a life-saving medication that can reverse the effects of opioid overdose and save lives. It is available in all 
     50 states and can be purchased from a local pharmacy without a prescription in most states. 
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Summary of Safe Storage Laws Regarding Children 
You may be guilty of a misdemeanor or a felony if you keep a loaded firearm within any premises that are 
under your custody or control and a child under 18 years of age obtains and uses it, resulting in injury or 
death, or carries it to a public place, unless you stored the firearm in a locked container or locked the 
firearm with a locking device to temporarily keep it from functioning. 
 
You Cannot Be Too Careful with Children and Guns 
There is no such thing as being too careful with children and guns. Never assume that simply because a 
toddler may lack finger strength, they can't pull the trigger. A child's thumb has twice the strength of the 
other fingers. When a toddler's thumb "pushes" against a trigger, invariably the barrel of the gun is 
pointing directly at the child's face. NEVER leave a firearm lying around the house. 
 
Child safety precautions still apply even if you have no children or if your children have grown to 
adulthood and left home. A nephew, niece, neighbor's child or a grandchild may come to visit. Practice 
gun safety at all times. 
 
To prevent injury or death caused by improper storage of guns in a home where children are likely to be 
present, you should store all guns unloaded, lock them with a firearms safety device and store them in a 
locked container. Ammunition should be stored in a location separate from the gun. 
 
Talking to Children About Guns 
Children are naturally curious about things they don't know about or think are "forbidden." When a child 
asks questions or begins to act out "gun play," you may want to address his or her curiosity by answering 
the questions as honestly and openly as possible. This will remove the mystery and reduce the natural 
curiosity. Also, it is important to remember to talk to children in a manner they can relate to and 
understand. This is very important, especially when teaching children about the difference between "real" 
and "make-believe." Let children know that, even though they may look the same, real guns are very 
different than toy guns. A real gun will hurt or kill someone who is shot. 
 
Instill a Mind Set of Safety and Responsibility 
The American Academy of Pediatrics reports that adolescence is a highly vulnerable stage in life for 
teenagers struggling to develop traits of identity, independence and autonomy. Children, of course, are 
both naturally curious and innocently unaware of many dangers around them. Thus, adolescents as well as 
children may not be sufficiently safeguarded by cautionary words, however frequent. Contrary actions 
can completely undermine good advice. A "Do as I say and not as I do" approach to gun safety is both 
irresponsible and dangerous. 
 
Remember that actions speak louder than words. Children learn most by observing the adults around 
them. By practicing safe conduct, you will also be teaching safe conduct. 
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Safety and Storage Devices 
If you decide to keep a firearm in your home you must consider the issue of how to store the firearm in a 
safe and secure manner. California recognizes the importance of safe storage by requiring that all firearms 
sold in California be accompanied by a DOJ-approved firearms safety device or proof that the purchaser 
owns a gun safe that meets regulatory standards established by the Department. The current list of DOJ-
approved firearms safety devices and the gun safe standards can be viewed by visiting 
http://oag.ca.gov/firearms/fsdcertlist. 
 
There are a variety of safety and storage devices currently available to the public in a wide range of 
prices. Some devices are locking mechanisms designed to keep the firearm from being loaded or fired, but 
don't prevent the firearm from being handled or stolen. There are also locking storage containers that hold 
the firearm out of sight. For maximum safety you should use both a firearm safety device and a locking 
storage container to store your unloaded firearm. 
 
Two of the most common locking mechanisms are trigger locks and cable locks. Trigger locks are 
typically two-piece devices that fit around the trigger and trigger guard to prevent access to the trigger. 
One side has a post that fits into a hole in the other side. They are locked by a key or combination locking 
mechanism. Cable locks typically work by looping a strong steel cable through the action of the firearm to 
block the firearm's operation and prevent accidental firing. However, neither trigger locks nor cable locks 
are designed to prevent access to the firearm. 
 
Smaller lock boxes and larger gun safes are two of the most common types of locking storage containers. 
One advantage of lock boxes and gun safes is that they are designed to completely prevent unintended 
handling and removal of a firearm. Lock boxes are generally constructed of sturdy, high-grade metal 
opened by either a key or combination lock. Gun safes are quite heavy, usually weighing at least 50 
pounds. While gun safes are typically the most expensive firearm storage devices, they are generally more 
reliable and secure. 
 
Remember: Safety and storage devices are only as secure as the precautions you take to 
protect the key or combination to the lock. 
 
Rules for Kids 
Adults should be aware that a child could discover a gun when a parent or another adult is not present. 
This could happen in the child's own home; the home of a neighbor, friend or relative; or in a public place 
such as a school or park. If this should happen, a child should know the following rules and be taught to 
practice them. 

1. Stop 
The first rule for a child to follow if they find or see a gun is to stop what they are doing. 

2. Don't Touch! 
The second rule is for a child not to touch a gun they find or see. A child may think the best thing 
to do if they find a gun is to pick it up and take it to an adult. A child needs to know they should 
NEVER touch a gun they may find or see. 

3. Leave the Area 
The third rule is to immediately leave the area. This would include never taking a gun away from 
another child or trying to stop someone from using gun. 
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4. Tell an Adult 
The last rule is for a child to tell an adult about the gun they have seen. This includes times when 
other kids are playing with or shooting a gun. Please note that, while there is no better advice at 
this time for children or adolescents who encounter a gun by happenstance, the California 
Chapter of the American College of Emergency Physicians reports that such warnings alone may 
be insufficient accident prevention measures with children and adolescents. 

 
Methods of Childproofing your firearm 
As a responsible handgun owner, you must recognize the need and be aware of the methods of 
childproofing your handgun, whether or not you have children. 
 
Whenever children could be around, whether your own, or a friend's, relative's or neighbor's, additional 
safety steps should be taken when storing firearms and ammunition in your home. 

 Always store your firearm unloaded. 
 Use a firearms safety device AND store the firearm in a locked container. 
 Store the ammunition separately in a locked container. 

 
Always storing your firearm securely is the best method of childproofing your firearm; however, your 
choice of a storage place can add another element of safety. Carefully choose the storage place in your 
home especially if children may be around. 

 Do not store your firearm where it is visible. 
 Do not store your firearm in a bedside table, under your mattress or pillow, or on a closet shelf. 
 Do not store your firearm among your valuables (such as jewelry or cameras) unless it is locked 

in a secure container. 
 Consider storing firearms not possessed for self-defense in a safe and secure manner away from 

the home. 
 
The Six Basic Gun Safety Rules 
There are six basic gun safety rules for gun owners to understand and practice at all times: 
 

1. Treat all guns as if they are loaded. Always assume that a gun is loaded even if you think it is 
unloaded. Every time a gun is handled for any reason, check to see that it is unloaded. If you are 
unable to check a gun to see if it is unloaded, leave it alone and seek help from someone more 
knowledgeable about guns. 

2. Keep the gun pointed in the safest possible direction. Always be aware of where a gun is 
pointing. A "safe direction" is one where an accidental discharge of the gun will not cause injury 
or damage. Only point a gun at an object you intend to shoot. Never point a gun toward yourself 
or another person. 

3. Keep your finger off the trigger until you are ready to shoot. Always keep your finger off the 
trigger and outside the trigger guard until you are ready to shoot. Even though it may be 
comfortable to rest your finger on the trigger, it also is unsafe. If you are moving around with 
your finger on the trigger and stumble or fall, you could inadvertently pull the trigger. Sudden 
loud noises or movements can result in an accidental discharge because there is a natural 
tendency to tighten the muscles when startled. The trigger is for firing and the handle is for 
handling. 
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4. Know your target, its surroundings and beyond. Check that the areas in front of and behind your 
target are safe before shooting. Be aware that if the bullet misses or completely passes through 
the target, it could strike a person or object. Identify the target and make sure it is what you intend 
to shoot. If you are in doubt, DON'T SHOOT! Never fire at a target that is only a movement, 
color, sound or unidentifiable shape. Be aware of all the people around you before you shoot. 

5. Know how to properly operate your gun. It is important to become thoroughly familiar with your 
gun. You should know its mechanical characteristics including how to properly load, unload and 
clear a malfunction from your gun. Obviously, not all guns are mechanically the same. Never 
assume that what applies to one make or model is exactly applicable to another. You should 
direct questions regarding the operation of your gun to your firearms dealer, or contact the 
manufacturer directly. 

6. Store your gun safely and securely to prevent unauthorized use. Guns and ammunition should be 
stored separately. When the gun is not in your hands, you must still think of safety. Use a 
California-approved firearms safety device on the gun, such as a trigger lock or cable lock, so it 
cannot be fired. Store it unloaded in a locked container, such as a California-approved lock box or 
a gun safe. Store your gun in a different location than the ammunition. For maximum safety you 
should use both a locking device and a storage container. 
 

Additional Safety Points  
The six basic safety rules are the foundational rules for gun safety. However, there are additional safety 
points that must not be overlooked. 

 Never handle a gun when you are in an emotional state such as anger or depression. Your 
judgment may be impaired. 

 Never shoot a gun in celebration (the Fourth of July or New Year's Eve, for example). Not only is 
this unsafe, but it is generally illegal. A bullet fired into the air will return to the ground with 
enough speed to cause injury or death. 

 Do not shoot at water, flat or hard surfaces. The bullet can ricochet and hit someone or something 
other than the target. 

 Hand your gun to someone only after you verify that it is unloaded and the cylinder or action is 
open. Take a gun from someone only after you verify that it is unloaded and the cylinder or action 
is open. 

 Guns, alcohol and drugs don't mix. Alcohol and drugs can negatively affect judgment as well as 
physical coordination. Alcohol and any other substance likely to impair normal mental or 
physical functions should not be used before or while handling guns. Avoid handling and using 
your gun when you are taking medications that cause drowsiness or include a warning to not 
operate machinery while taking this drug. 

 The loud noise from a fired gun can cause hearing damage, and the debris and hot gas that is 
often emitted can result in eye injury. Always wear ear and eye protection when shooting a gun. 
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Your Mental Health is as ImportantYour Mental Health is as Important
aas Your Physical Healths Your Physical Health

Practical coping strategies for everyday well-being can help reduce
unpleasant thoughts, feelings, and behaviors. 

Find one that works for you.

I would like to share.
I have been feeling....

Breath,
stretch,

relax

Inhale for 4,
hold for 7,

exhale for 8

I am grateful
for...

Enjoy a
fun activity

I can
do this!

SIGNS TO WATCH OUT FOR 
Are you feeling sad, lonely, anxious or depressed?
Do you regularly have negative thoughts?
Are you unable to control your emotions?
Do you rely on smoking or drugs to feel better?
Do you harm yourself?
Do you just want to be alone?

MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES

School Counselor: 

School Wellness Center:

School Peer Counselor: 

Crisis Text Line: 
Text "TALK" to 741741

Suicide & Crisis Lifeline: 
988

(530) 538-2940

(530) 282-5559

N/A
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qTHURHVGHOLJRLQ�HVK�O[TZK�PK]IRPKXKLHG�\TP�NPRTP�UPRHHKL�YTLGKLHS�HVK�JRGHPRYH�XÔ�OJXRLRGHKP�HT�GHIJKLHG�RL�QPOJKG
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�01�KD@1576?16;16?�35�;1>78611�>0:BB�3F?:76�L57??16�@:516?'8D:5;7:6�<36>16?�@5735�?3�@5347;768�>1547<1>�?3�:�>?D;16?M
1̀<1@?�L016�?01�>?D;16?�7>�:D?0357=1;�?3�<36>16?�?3�?01�>1547<1�@D5>D:6?�?3�a:C7BA�S3;1�&b*%O&b*bM�c1:B?0�:6;
K:H1?A�S3;1�(*.*&%M�35�3?015�:@@B7<:FB1�B:LG

�01�KD@1576?16;16?�35�;1>78611�>0:BB�C:76?:76�?01�<36H7;16?7:B7?A�3H�>?D;16?�01:B?0�51<35;>�76�:<<35;:6<1�L7?0�B:LG

dZ_eXVYfgX]ehijWXeXVY�\Uj�kXjl]mXW

�01�KD@1576?16;16?�35�;1>78611�C:A�F7BB�@DFB7<�:6;�@574:?1�76>D5:6<1�@5385:C>�:6;�3?015�:@@B7<:FB1�@5385:C>�H35
517CFD5>1C16?�3H�>1547<1>�:>�:@@53@57:?1G�K1547<1>�C:A�F1�@5347;1;�H511�3H�<0:581�35�36�:�>B7;768�><:B1�76
:<<35;:6<1�L7?0�B:LG

�01�;7>?57<?�>0:BB�>1541�:>�:�R1;7OS:B�@5347;15�?3�?01�1̀?16?�H1:>7FB1M�<3C@BA�L7?0�:BB�51B:?1;�B18:B�51ND751C16?>M�:6;
>11n�517CFD5>1C16?�3H�<3>?>�?3�?01�1̀?16?�:BB3L1;�FA�B:LG

djUojZe�plẐiZY]UV
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LMNKOPW)QRMNSTMOW�LNTUN�PU�PJKTN�]JTYSdW�KONUYY[KOP�TO�XTOSKNQMNPKO�MOS�WJMYY�KO]URNMQK�]U[LYKPTUO�UV�PJK�JKMYPJ
W]NKKOTOQ�WT[RYPMOKURWY_�fTPJ�T[[ROTmMPTUOWi� JK�OUPT]K�WJMYY�MYWU�ZK�LNÛTSKS�PU�PJK�LMNKOP)QRMNSTMO�UV�MO_
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